SPRUCE RUN LUTHERAN CHURCH — LENT 4B — MARCH 10, 2024

GATHERED IN MISSION

As we gather, who are we?

We are a Christian family of faith who celebrates God’s grace through worship,
fellowship and service.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father:

|, a sinner, confess to you all my sins. | am sorry for them repent of them, praying
for your unending grace and your mercy.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, forgive me my sins, both known and
unknown. Please give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my life. Bring me
to life everlasting. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father:

I, a sinner, confess to you all my sins. | am sorry for them repent of them,
praying for your unending grace and your mercy.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, forgive me my sins, both known and
unknown. Please give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my life. Bring
me to life everlasting. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life.

Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN LBW#470 “Praise and Thanks and Adoration”
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1 Praise and thanks and ad - o - ra - tion, Son of God, to you we give,

2 Hold me ev - er in your keep-ing, com-fort me in pain and strife;
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for you chose to serve cre - a - tion, died that Ad-am’s heirs might live.
through my laugh-ter and my weep-ing, lift me to a no - bler life.
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Dear Lord Je - sus, guide my way; faith-ful let me day by day
Draw my fer - vent love to you;  con-stant hope and faith re - new
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fol-low where your steps are lead - ing, find ad - ven-ture, joys ex-ceed -ing!
in your birth, your life and pas - sion, in your death and res-ur - rec - tion.

Text: Thomas H. Kingo, 1634—1703; hymnal tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978
Music: FREU DICH SEHR, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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@ Lord, have mer- cy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray
to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer- cy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world
and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all
our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST LESSON: NUMBERS 21:4-9

From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The people
spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt
to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this
miserable food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and
they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and
said, “We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the
Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And
the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and
everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent of



bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person
would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 51

) | I\ ,

J* 4 [ ./ I N | I | ]
len P | | » d - L | |
A3V 4 % | | | | = | |

oJ L [ \ -~ =t

Be mer - ci - ful, O Lord be
0 | | N | |
— I N— I — —— N— I 1
< 7
0 0
mer - ci-ful, O Lord, Be mer - ci-ful, O
Q | l) | | I [ 1y
) | | | | | N |
ANV | / — e H
oJ [ m
Lord, for we have sinned.

Psalm 51, Michael Joncas. Text: Lectionary for Mass, © 1969, ICEL, Inc.
Music © 1989 by GIA Publications, Inc.

1.Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.
In your compassion blot out my offence.

O wash me more and more from my guilt
and cleanse me from my sin. REFRAIN

2. My offences truly | know them:

my sin is always before me.

Against you, you alone have | sinned,

what is evil in your sight | have done. REFRAIN

3. A pure heart create for me, O God,

put a steadfast spirit within me.

Do not cast me away from your presence,
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. REFRAIN

4. Give me again the joy of your help;

with a spirit of fervor sustain me.

O Lord open my lips

and my mouth shall declare your praise. REFRAIN



SECOND LESSON: Ephesians 2:1-10

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following
the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that
is now at work among those who are disobedient. All of us once lived among
them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and
we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. But God, who is rich in
mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead
through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have
been saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God—not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what
he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: John 3:14-21
The Holy Gospel according to John the 3™ chapter.
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[Jesus said:] “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are
not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because
they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness
rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light
and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those
who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their
deeds have been done in God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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HYMN OF THE DAY LBW#377 “Lift High the Cross”
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru - c1 - fied
3 0 Lord, once Lft - ed on the glo - rious  tree,
4 So shall our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
Refrain
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - ¢ - fied for vic - to - ry!

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven;

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen



THE PRAYERS
Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the
well-being of creation, and a world in need.

Gracious God, your love unites. Give vision to the global church and foster
cooperation in mission. Increase inter-religious understanding and ecumenical
dialog. Make your church a sanctuary for all fleeing persecution, disaster, and war
(areas in crisis may be named). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Creating God, your love enlivens. Restore balance to the earth’s fragile habitats.
Preserve wilderness lands, rainforests, and wildlife. Cleanse oceans and rivers
(local water sources may be named). Make us good stewards of the earth. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Righteous God, your love liberates. We give thanks for those who courageously
witness to your liberating love (especially Harriet Tubman and Sojourner Truth,
renewers of society, whom we commemorate today). Free all people from the
evils of racism, religious strife, and hatred. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Merciful God, your love heals. Care tenderly for all whose loved ones perished
from pandemic disease in every nation. Strengthen health care workers, first
responders, and caregivers. Relieve all who live with chronic illness and pain. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Incarnate God, your love enlightens. Open our hearts and minds to fresh
understandings of our faith. Deepen our love for you and for one another. Teach
us to pray for our enemies. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Abiding God, your love saves. Those who died in the faith are made alive in Christ.
We give thanks for your promise that we also will be raised to newness of life.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our
hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.



OFFERING

CHORAL ANTHEM “For God So Loved the World” -J.M. Martin
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What shall I ren - der to the Lord for all his ben-e- fits to me?
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.

Blessed are you,

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our
lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid
your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast.
Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs
to the children of God. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God;

you are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,

that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will

and accomplished our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving Passion and death,

his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to come again,
we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought, but as we are able;

and we implore you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving,
and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless us, your servants,

and these your own gifts of bread and wine;

that we and all who share in the body and blood of your Son

may be filled with heavenly peace and joy,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be sanctified in soul and body,
and have our portion with all your saints.

All honor and glory are yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church, now and forever.

Amen



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

[ Q L I I | | | | yu— —_— r ] r ] >
|7 s I | P | | | I | Il P r Py P r ] 1 1 |
H— 2 ¢ ¥ = > | i I | > | I | d I I | |
L \')\I d d é 1 I Il Il 1 1 p—
= ————
Lamb of God, you take a - way the
n i o
B0 I | —— ]
b | & r ] » Py P | I | | e | | |
ey D | 1 1 | = P | | P I | | |
KV | 1 1| 1| b & & e | [ & ]
Y] T p— p—— o
sin of the world; have mer cy on us.
n i ‘
(.74 VwP ! y— r ] r ] Py
v e e 7 —
Lamb of God, you take a - way the
n i | pee—
D T I | ————1 ]
b [ @ r ] » Py P | I | | e | I |
HAN” D | 1 1 | = P | i P I | Il |
[ANAYA | 1 I I P & & P 1
[y) T p— pgS— e
sin of the world; have mer - cy on us.
N T 1 ‘
i:é#bjlﬁ: | ‘ £
Y] - . e e e
Lamb of God, you take a - way the
n | r
LD I I Il p——— Il |
|V - rJ rJ P P | | I I T | T Il |
HEN" D | | | | = P | I P I | | Il |
8 I 1 I i A~ R — [ J ) i
sin of the world; grant us peace. A - men

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION

“In The Cross of Christ | Glory”
Handbells

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

arr. Barbara B. Kinyon

May Christ’s body and blood strengthen and keep you in his grace.

Amen
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the
godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our
lives to his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *+ give you peace.
Amen



SENDING HYMN

LBW#448 “Amazing Grace”
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now am found; was  blind, but now I see.
grace ap - pear the  hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and  grace will lead me  home.
por -  tion be as long as life en - dures.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807

Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

SENT IN MISSION

As we go, what do we do?
We welcome you to share in our journey to fulfill God’s purpose in our
community and our world.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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