SPRUCE RUN LUTHERAN CHURCH — LENT 5B — MARCH 17, 2024

GATHERED IN MISSION

As we gather, who are we?

We are a Christian family of faith who celebrates God’s grace through worship,
fellowship and service.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father:

|, a sinner, confess to you all my sins. | am sorry for them repent of them, praying
for your unending grace and your mercy.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, forgive me my sins, both known and
unknown. Please give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my life. Bring me
to life everlasting. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father:

I, a sinner, confess to you all my sins. | am sorry for them repent of them,
praying for your unending grace and your mercy.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, forgive me my sins, both known and
unknown. Please give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my life. Bring
me to life everlasting. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life.

Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN LBW#94 “My Song Is Love Unknown”
Verses 1-4, 7
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1 My song is love un - known, my Sav - ior’s love to me,
2 He came from his blest throne, sal - va - tion to be - stow;
3 Some-times they strew his way and his sweet prais - es sing;
4 Why, what hath my Lord done? What makes this rage and spite?
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love to  the love - less shown, that they might love - ly be.
but men made strange,and none the longed-for Christ would know.
re - sound-ing all the  day ho - san - nas to  their King.
He made the lame to run, he gave the blind their sight.
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Oh, who am I, that for my sake my Lord should take frail
But, oh, my friend, my friend in - deed, who at my need his
Then “Cru-ci - ty!” is all  their  breath, and for his death they
Sweet in - ju-ries! Yet they at these them - selves dis - please, and
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flesh and die? My  Lord should take frail flesh and die?
life did spend; who at my need his life did spend!
thirst and cry, and for his death they thirst and cry.
‘gainst him  rise; them - selves dis - please,and ’gainst him rise.

5 They rise, and needs will have
my dear Lord made away;
a murderer they save,
the prince of life they slay.
Yet cheerful he to suff’ring goes,
that he his foes from thence might free.

6 In life, no house, no home
my Lord on earth might have;
in death, no friendly tomb
but what a stranger gave.
‘What may I say? Heav’n was his home;
but mine the tomb wherein he lay.

7 Here might I stay and sing—
no story so divine!
Never was love, dear King,
never was grief like thine.
This is my friend, in whose sweet praise
I all my days could gladly spend!

Text: Samuel Crossman, ¢. 1624-1683
Music: RHOSYMEDRE, John D. Edwards, 18061885

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



KYRIE
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer- cy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray

to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer- cy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our
prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and
death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



FIRST LESSON: JEREMIAH 31:31-34

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that |
made with their ancestors when | took them by the hand to bring them out of the
land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though | was their husband, says the
Lord. But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those
days, says the Lord: | will put my law within them, and | will write it on their
hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they
teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know
me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for | will forgive their
iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 51
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Psalm 51, Michael Joncas. Text: Lectionary for Mass, © 1969, ICEL, Inc.
Music © 1989 by GIA Publications, Tnc.

1.Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.
In your compassion blot out my offence.

O wash me more and more from my guilt
and cleanse me from my sin. REFRAIN

2. My offences truly | know them:

my sin is always before me.

Against you, you alone have | sinned,

what is evil in your sight | have done. REFRAIN



3. A pure heart create for me, O God,

put a steadfast spirit within me.

Do not cast me away from your presence,
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. REFRAIN

4. Give me again the joy of your help;

with a spirit of fervor sustain me.

O Lord open my lips

and my mouth shall declare your praise. REFRAIN

SECOND LESSON: Hebrews 5:5-10
Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the
one who said to him,

“You are my Son,

today | have begotten you”;
as he says also in another place,
“You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek.”

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud
cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard
because of his reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience
through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source
of eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been designated by God a high
priest according to the order of Melchizedek.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

VERSE

0 ] , Y .
[ 4 | | [ | | | | | ]
™ ™ e ——" ™ " — e ——" —
NV g 1 1 P | | P | 1 ] |

o v —— A v A L

Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is gra-cious and mer- ci- ful,
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slow to an - ger, and bound - ing in stead - fast love.



GOSPEL: John 12:20-33
The Holy Gospel according to John the 12t chapter.
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Glo - ry to  you, o Lord.

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.
They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we
wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went
and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to
be glorified. Very truly, | tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and
dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who
love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for
eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where | am, there will my
servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should | say—‘Father, save me from this
hour’? No, it is for this reason that | have come to this hour. Father, glorify your
name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and | will glorify it
again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others
said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your
sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world
will be driven out. And |, when | am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people
to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY LBW#148 “Now the Green Blade Rises”
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1 Now the green blade r1is - es from the bur-ied  grain,
2 In the grave they laid him, love by ha-tred slain,
3 Forth he came at Eas - ter like the r1is - en grain,
4 When our hearts are win - try, griev-ing, or in pain,
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wheat that in  dark earth man -y days has lain;
think - ing that he would nev-er wake a - gain,
he that for three days in the grave had lain;
your touch can call us back to life a - gain,
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love lives a - gain, that with the dead has been;
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps un - seen;
raised from the dead, my liv - ing Lord is seen;
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;
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love is come a - gain like wheat a - ris -ing  green.

Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958
Music: NOEL NOUVELET, French carol
Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved.




NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven;

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen



THE PRAYERS
Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the
well-being of creation, and a world in need.

God of the covenant, through the church you draw us into community. We give
thanks for the means of grace around which we gather. Inspire writers, musicians,
and artists whose creative gifts adorn our worship. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all that exists, you lavish the earth with extravagant beauty. Preserve the
rich and complex diversity of living things. Support local, national, and
international efforts to protect the environment for future generations. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of the nations, you desire peace and plenty for all people. Defend those who
challenge oppression and expose corruption. Support advocates for human rights,
social justice, and the welfare of children (organizations may be named). Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of good will, you restore what is broken. We pray for any experiencing
estrangement, conflict, or abuse in families and intimate relationships. Protect
and comfort all who are vulnerable, especially those living in institutions. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every time and place, you are with us. Support ministries of prayer and
presence in this congregation (specific ministries may be named). Move us to
reach out to any who are homebound, lonely, grieving, in treatment, or ill. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of promise, we give thanks for the saints whose faith inspires us (especially
Patrick, missionary to Ireland, whom we commemorate today). Grant us faith to
trust in your everlasting love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our
hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

OFFERING

CHORAL ANTHEM “My Savior Jesus” -Liebergen
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What shall I ren - der to the Lord for all his ben-e- fits to me?
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I will of - fer the sac - ri - fice of thanks- giv- ing
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and will call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal -
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va - tion and will call on the name of the Lord.
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I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the
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pres - ence of all his peo - ple, in the courts of the Lord’s house,
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in the midst of you, O Je - ru - sa- lem.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.

Blessed are you,

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our
lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid
your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast.
Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs
to the children of God. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
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Ho - san - na in the high - est.



THANKSGIVING

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God;

you are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,

that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will

and accomplished our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving Passion and death,

his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to come again,
we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought, but as we are able;

and we implore you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving,
and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless us, your servants,

and these your own gifts of bread and wine;

that we and all who share in the body and blood of your Son

may be filled with heavenly peace and joy,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be sanctified in soul and body,
and have our portion with all your saints.

All honor and glory are yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church, now and forever.

Amen



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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sin of the world; have mer cy on us.
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sin of the world; grant us peace. A - men

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
May Christ’s body and blood strengthen and keep you in his grace.

Amen
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is now,and will be for- ev- er. A - men

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the
godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our
lives to his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *+ give you peace.
Amen



SENDING HYMN LBW#259 “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”
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1 Lord, dis - miss us with your bless-ing, fill our hearts with joy and peace;
2 Thanks we give and ad - o -ra - tion for your gos - pel’s joy - ful sound.

3 Sav - ior, when your love shallcall us from our strug-gling pil - grim way,
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let us each, your love pos - sess-ing, tri-umph in re - deem-ing grace.
May the fruits of  your sal - va - tion in our hearts and lives a - bound.
let no fear of death ap - pall us, glad your sum-mons to o - bey.
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-’ling through this wil-der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to  your truth may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in end-less day.

Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt.
Music: SICILIAN MARINERS, Sicilian, 18th cent.

SENT IN MISSION
As we go, what do we do?

We welcome you to share in our journey to fulfill God’s purpose in our
community and our world.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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