SPRUCE RUN LUTHERAN CHURCH - LENT 3B — MARCH 3, 2024

GATHERED IN MISSION

As we gather, who are we?

We are a Christian family of faith who celebrates God’s grace through worship,
fellowship and service.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father:

|, a sinner, confess to you all my sins. | am sorry for them repent of them, praying
for your unending grace and your mercy.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, forgive me my sins, both known and
unknown. Please give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my life. Bring me
to life everlasting. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father:

I, a sinner, confess to you all my sins. | am sorry for them repent of them,
praying for your unending grace and your mercy.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, forgive me my sins, both known and
unknown. Please give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my life. Bring
me to life everlasting. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life.

Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN LBW#480 “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”
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1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways to keep his stat-utes still!
2 Or - der my foot-steps by your word and make my heart sin - cere;
3 As - sist my soul, too apt to stray, a strict-er watch to keep;
4 Make me to walk in  your com-mands,’tis a de-light-ful road;
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Oh, that my God would grant me grace to know and do his  will!
let sin have no do - min-ion, Lord, but keep my con-science clear.

and should I e’er
my head or

nor

let

heart or hands of - fend

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—-1748, alt.
Music: EVAN, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870

GREETING

for - get your way, re - store your wan-d’ring sheep.
a - gainst my

God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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have mer- cy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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have mer - cy.



For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray
to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer- cy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act
courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the
wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST LESSON: EXODUS 20:1-17
God spoke all these words:

| am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me.

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is
in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for | the Lord your God
am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and
the fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the
thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord
will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all
your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not
do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your



livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the Lord made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day;
therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land
that the Lord your God is giving you.

You shall not murder.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s
wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your
neighbor.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 51
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Lord, for we have sinned.

Psalm 51, Michael Joncas. Text: Lectionary for Mass, © 1969, ICEI ., Tnc.
Music © 1989 by GIA Publications, Inc.

1.Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.
In your compassion blot out my offence.

O wash me more and more from my guilt
and cleanse me from my sin. REFRAIN

2. My offences truly | know them:

my sin is always before me.

Against you, you alone have | sinned,

what is evil in your sight | have done. REFRAIN



3. A pure heart create for me, O God,

put a steadfast spirit within me.

Do not cast me away from your presence,
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. REFRAIN

4. Give me again the joy of your help;

with a spirit of fervor sustain me.

O Lord open my lips

and my mouth shall declare your praise. REFRAIN

SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom
of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand
signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than
human strength.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: John 2:13-22

The Holy Gospel according to John the 2™ chapter.
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Glo - ry to  you, o Lord.

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple
he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated
at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple,
both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money
changers and overturned their tables. He told those who were selling the doves,
“Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!”
His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume
me.” The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it up.” The
Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and
will you raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking of the temple of his body.
After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said
this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, o Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW#723 “Canticle of the Turning”
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name  be blest. Could the world be a - bout to turn?
strong  to flight, for the world is a-bout to turn.
mouth be fed, for the world is a - bout to turn.
crushed by God, who is turn - ing the world a - round.
0w Refrain
) o T f f p—] — | —]
(A\IV4 | L1 | | i ; 1] o ‘I AI I I
S | | | o —o— -
My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your jus-tice burn.
04 .
[ % | T | | | | — || | Il |
|7 4% T I I | et T | ﬁ_‘_ﬁ I I | N Il |
HaN 1 [ 1 | | | 1 1 & & & | I Il |
(AN\IV4 | | | o & & | ™ I = 1T ™| g [ A+ 11
S g ® T e | 9o °
Wipe a-way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to  turn.

Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat
Music: STAR OF COUNTY DOWN, Irish traditional

Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven;

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen



THE PRAYERS
Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the
well-being of creation, and a world in need.

You alone are God. We thank you for the gift of sabbath rest. Awaken the church
to the mystery of your presence and give us glad hearts as we receive the good
news of your deliverance. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You renew creation. Drive out those who would make the earth a marketplace.
Protect rainforests, mountaintops, oceans, and wilderness areas from commercial
exploitation. Unite nations, policymakers, and businesses in efforts to reduce
carbon emissions. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You judge the nations. We pray for an end to war and strife in every land (regions
in conflict may be named). Strengthen international efforts to negotiate peace
and provide humanitarian aid to people fleeing from conflict. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You bring healing and hope. We give thanks for physicians, nurses, researchers,
therapists, and public health workers who prevent and treat iliness. We pray for
any who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You abide with your people. Sustain any in this community undergoing life
transitions: marriage, divorce, childbirth, adoption, moving, graduation,
employment change, or a death in the family (especially). We pray for those
preparing for baptism. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You bring life from death. We remember our loved ones who have died, confident
that they have new life in you. May we trust that nothing can separate us from
your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our
hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.



OFFERING
CHORAL ANTHEM “Jesu, Blessed Jesu” -Gordon Young
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.

Blessed are you,

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our
lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid
your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast.
Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs
to the children of God. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God;

you are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,

that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will

and accomplished our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving Passion and death,

his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to come again,
we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought, but as we are able;

and we implore you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving,
and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless us, your servants,

and these your own gifts of bread and wine;

that we and all who share in the body and blood of your Son

may be filled with heavenly peace and joy,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be sanctified in soul and body,
and have our portion with all your saints.

All honor and glory are yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church, now and forever.

Amen



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
May Christ’s body and blood strengthen and keep you in his grace.

Amen
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the
godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our
lives to his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *+ give you peace.
Amen



SENDING HYMN LBW#104 “In the Cross of Christ | Glory”
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Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872
Music: RATHBUN, Ithamar Conkey, 1815-1867

SENT IN MISSION

As we go, what do we do?

We welcome you to share in our journey to fulfill God’s purpose in our
community and our world.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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