
   
 

   
 

 SPRUCE RUN LUTHERAN CHURCH – LENT 1 B – FEBRUARY 18, 2024 

 

Bold Women’s Day Litany 

One Voice: Made in the image of a bold, beautiful God, we yearn to embody that 

grace in this world God so loves. 

Many: We long to tell our authentic truths, to hear and share stories, to nurture 

one another and serve God’s creation. We crave healing and wholeness for all. 

One: But sometimes we are overwhelmed—seduced by what is frivolous, 

distracted from what is important. 

Many: Teach us when to care and when to step aside. 

One: We groan for renewal and change yet fear that we are not enough can 

immobilize us. Guilt and shame provoke us to be overly busy and to hide. 

Many: Teach us when to rest and breathe and when to rise to action. 

One: Where can we find rest? How can our lives make a meaningful difference? 

Many: Teach us when to be silent and still. Teach us when to shout and sing. 

One: Remind us you cherish us when we get it right and when we don’t. 

Many: Embolden us to live fully in the freedom of your indestructible love. 

One: Show us the way. Stay with us while we practice and learn. Hold us always. 

Many: Amen. 
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LITANY OF THANKSGIVING 

Lord our God, we give thanks for the witness of bold women. In early times, today 

and into the future, bold women show us how to live as God’s beloved children in 

God’s beloved creation. We live into our baptismal call to work for justice and 

peace for all God’s creatures. Together, we say: 

Thank you, God! 

For Katharine von Bora Luther, who ran to embrace change in her world, we say: 

Thank you, God! 

 

For Katharina Schutz Zell, a publishing ‘Church Mother’ who married to bring voice 

to God’s truth in her time, we say: 

Thank you, God! 

 

For Argula von Grumbach, who wrote letters and poems defending the Reformers 

as bearers of the true faith, we say: 

Thank you, God! 

 

For Olimpia Fulvia Morata, blessed by God as a child to study and boldly proclaim 

the Gospel, we say: 

Thank you, God! 

 

For Bernice Mayer, New Jersey Women of the ELCA’s Bold Woman of the Year, 

whose 100th birthday we celebrate today, we say: 

Thank you, God! 

 

Thank you, God, for the witness of all bold women yesterday, today, and 

tomorrow. We praise you for their witness to your love and mercy. Strengthen us 

to live out our baptismal call to serve you and our neighbor with all our heart, with 

all our mind, with all our strength.  

Thank you, God!  

 

 

Song: Happy Birthday! 

 



   
 

   
 

 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, merciful Father: 

I, a sinner, confess to you all my sins. I am sorry for them repent of them, praying 

for your unending grace and your mercy. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, forgive me my sins, both known and 

unknown.  Please give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my life. Bring me 

to life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 
 

Almighty God, merciful Father: 

I, a sinner, confess to you all my sins. I am sorry for them repent of them, 

praying for your unending grace and your mercy. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, forgive me my sins, both known and 

unknown.  Please give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my life. Bring 

me to life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 

you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN    LBW#99  “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days” 



   
 

   
 

 

 
 

 

 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

KYRIE  

 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

 

 



   
 

   
 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray 

to the Lord. 

 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray.  

Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and 

in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the 

gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no 

power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON: GENESIS 9:8-17 

God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my 

covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature 

that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth 

with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that 

never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall 

there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of the covenant 

that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all 

future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the 



   
 

   
 

covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the 

bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and 

you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become 

a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and 

remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all 

flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that 

I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 51 

 
 

1.Have mercy on me, God , in your kindness. 
In your compassion blot out my offence. 
O wash me more and more from my guilt 
and cleanse me from my sin. REFRAIN 
 

2. My offences truly I know them: 
my sin is always before me. 
Against you, you alone have I sinned, 
what is evil in your sight I have done. REFRAIN 
 

 

 



   
 

   
 

3. A pure heart create for me, O God, 
put a steadfast spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, 
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. REFRAIN 
 

4. Give me again the joy of your help; 
with a spirit of fervor sustain me. 
O Lord open my lips 
and my mouth shall declare your praise. REFRAIN 
 

 

SECOND LESSON: 1 PETER 3:18-22 

Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in 

order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 

spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 2ho 

in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, 

during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved 

through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a 

removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the 

right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE  

 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 1:9-15 

 



   
 

   
 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 1st chapter. 

 

 
 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 

the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 

torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from 

heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the 

wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the 

angels waited on him. 
 

 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news 

of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 

repent, and believe in the good news.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 

 

SERMON  
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY     LBW#518  “Beautiful Savior” 

 



   
 

   
 

 
 

  



   
 

   
 

NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 

 



   
 

   
 

THE PRAYERS 

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the 

well-being of creation, and a world in need. 
 

God our truth, the ark of your church has room for many expressions of faith. We 

give thanks for voices that challenge and awaken your people (especially that of 

Martin Luther, renewer of the church, whom we commemorate today). Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

God our maker, you remember your covenant with the earth and its inhabitants. 

Rescue communities and creatures hurting from natural disasters. Preserve 

species and habitats endangered by human carelessness and disregard. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

God our light, you know our weakness. Free all who govern from the temptations 

of power. Sustain all who work for human rights in every nation. Protect those 

serving in the military especially…  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

God our help, you care for your beloved children. Comfort all who are grieving, ill, 

afraid, in pain, or in despair. Feed hungry people living in food deserts. Protect 

any at risk from exploitation and abuse. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

God our home, you gather your people. Grant us health and safety as we 

assemble. Keep us mindful of any who are homebound, hospitalized, 

convalescing, or traveling (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

God our hope, you promise eternal life to your beloved children. We remember 

with gratitude those who have lived and died in faith. Grant that we may also 

dwell with you in everlasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our 

hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 



   
 

   
 

OFFERING  

CHORAL ANTHEM       “Come to the Cross of Jesus”    -Hugh S. Livingston, Jr. 
 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, 

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 

with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our 

lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him 

who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid 

your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast. 

Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs 

to the children of God. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

SANCTUS 
 

 
 

 



   
 

   
 

THANKSGIVING  

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; 

you are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 

Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will 

and accomplished our salvation. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving Passion and death, 

his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to come again, 

we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought, but as we are able; 

and we implore you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving, 

and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine; 

that we and all who share in the body and blood of your Son 

may be filled with heavenly peace and joy, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be sanctified in soul and body, 

and have our portion with all your saints. 

All honor and glory are yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, now and forever. 

Amen 
 

 



   
 

   
 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

Amen 



   
 

   
 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the 

godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our 

lives to his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
 

BLESSING  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen 



   
 

   
 

SENDING HYMN     LBW#229   “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 

 
 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
Setting 3 
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