Worship for the Transfiguration of Our Lord — February 11, 2024
PRELUDE
GATHERING

We gather together in worship, because we don’t do this alone, but as
a community formed around Jesus Christ. “Where two or three are
gathered in my name, | am there among them.” —Matthew 18:20

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM:

When we remember our baptism, we are remembering that through water
and word we were made Children of God. “As many of you as were
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.” -Galatians 3:27

In the name of the Father,

and of the F Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.



Amen.

GATHERING HYMN — LBW#518

“Beautiful Savior”
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1 Beau-ti - ful Sav - ior, King of cre - a - tion,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair is the sun shine, fair is the moon - light,
4 Beau-ti - ful Sav - ior, Lord of the na - tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright the spar - kling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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Tru - ly I'd love thee, ttu - ly I'd serve  thee,
Je - sus is fair - er, Je - sus is pur - er,
Je - sus shines bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - or, praise, ad - o - ra - tion,
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light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!

Text: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord,

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

have

<

mer

cy.
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Lord,

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

have

mer -

cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray

to the Lord.
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Lord,

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

have

mer cy.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. ..

Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop

into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with
your image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD

We weekly hear the story of God in scriptures, sermons, and creeds because there are so many
stories told in this world and there is a real danger that we will forget our own. “So shall my
word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty.” —Isaiah 55:10-11

2 Kings 2:1-12

Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind,
Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for
the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as
you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The company
of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you
know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he said,
“Yes, | know; keep silent.”

Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But
he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So they
came to Jericho. The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to
Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master
away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, | know; be silent.”

Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But
he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So the
two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood
at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then
Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted
to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what | may do for you,
before | am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of



your spirit.” He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as |
am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As they
continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the
two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching
and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But
when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in
two pieces.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 50
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God shines forth in glo - ry.

The mighty one, God the | LORD, has spoken;

calling the earth from the rising of the sun | to its setting.
Out of Zion, perfect | in its beauty,

God shines | forth in glory. R
Our God will come and will | not keep silence;

with a consuming flame before, and round about a | raging storm.
God calls the heavens and the earth | from above

to witness the judgment | of the people.
"Gather before me my | loyal followers,

those who have made a covenant with me and sealed | it with sacrifice."
The heavens declare the rightness | of God's cause,

foritis God | who is judge. R



2 Corinthians 4:3-6

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case
the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For
we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as
your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of
darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel Mark 9:2-9
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le - lu - ia
P The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 9t" Chapter.
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord.

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a
high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and
his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them.
And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then
Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three
dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know what
to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the
cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly
when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.



As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about

what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY LBW#89 “How Good, Lord, to Be Here!”
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1 How good, Lord, to be here! Your glo - ry fills the night;
2 How good, Lotrd, to be here, your beau-ty to be - hold
3 Ful - fill - er of the past and hope of things to be,
4 Be - fore we taste of death, we  see your king - dom come;
5 How good, Lord, to be here! Yet we may not re - main;
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your face and gar-ments, like the sun, shine with un - bor-rowed light.
where Mo - ses and E - 1li - jah stand, your mes-sen-gers of old.
we  hail your bod -y glo - ri- fied and our re-demp-tion see.
we long to hold the vi- sion bright and make this hill our home.
but since you bid us leave the mount,come with us to the plain.

Text: Joseph A. Robinson, 1858-1933, alt.
Music: POTSDAM, W. Mercer, The Church Psalter and Hymn Book, 1854



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven;

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen



PRAYERS
As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on
the church, the world, and all of creation.

We pray for the church, that the transformational power of God enters the hearts
of all people. May its leaders serve as examples of your grace and healing across
time and space. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for the creation, that we will humbly observe the swirl of wind and the
heat of the bright sun. Teach us to honor all you have made and to care for the
animals, plants, air, and bodies of water of this planet. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for those charged with leadership, lawmaking, and governance of our
towns, states, and countries, that they will strive for goodness and justice all the
days of their lives and callings. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for any who are sick and suffering (especially). Guide us to offer
hospitality, shelter, friendship, and care to any in need. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We pray for this congregation and its ministry in the wider community. May we
share the transforming beauty and love of God in ways that honor the dignity of
all whom we encounter. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Trusting that all the saints, prophets, and those who die in faith are held in your
care, we remember in thanksgiving those who have died (especially). Grant us
your gift of salvation as we await your coming again in glory. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.



OFFERING

We give thanks, because it helps us recognize that all good things come from God. We
practice being thankful. “We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters,

as is right, because your faith is growing abundantly.” —2 Thessalonians 1:3
“The Only Son From Heaven” -Bach/Hopson
Chancel Choir
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Let us pray,

Merciful God,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

MEAL

When we receive Holy Communion, we consume what we are, the Body of Christ. “For as
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
—1 Corinthians 11:26



The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing our
life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give
way to his own brilliant light. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

) , , |
-

i = )
[ 4
z ’5‘ O ! —
]

|
|
[#)

!I/
I I
1 1

TTe

J
Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.

You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations.
You rescued Israel, your chosen people.

Through the prophets you renewed your promise;
and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son,
who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.



In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup

we remember the life our Lord offered for us.

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,

the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection,

that we who receive the Lord's body and blood

may live to the praise of your glory

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.
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Let us pray as our Lord taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
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grant us peace, grant us peace.



May Christ’s body and blood strengthen and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

BENEDICTUS
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Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.
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with shouts of thanks- giv - ing. Al - le-lu-ia. Al-le-lnu - ia.
Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

SENDING

We are sent out to be salt and light, revealing God’s love to a world that needs it. “As the
Father has sent me, so | send you.”—John 20:21

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, - Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen.



SENDING HYMN

WOV#654 “Alleluia, Song of Gladness”
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Al-le - lu - ia
In our hymns we

- ia,

Lead our prais - es,
can - not
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song of glad - ness,

al - ways
pray with long - ing:

voice of joy that can-not die;

true Je - ru - sa - lem and free;

be our song while here be - low;
Grant us, bless-ed  Trin-i - ty,
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there to you for - ev - er sing-ing le - lu-ia joy - ful - ly.

Text: Latin hymn 11th cent.; tr. John M. Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: PRAISE. MY SOUL, John Goss, 1800-1880

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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