Worship for the Second Sunday After Epiphany — January 14, 2024
PRELUDE
GATHERING

We gather together in worship, because we don’t do this alone, but as
a community formed around Jesus Christ. “Where two or three are
gathered in my name, | am there among them.” —Matthew 18:20

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM:

When we remember our baptism, we are remembering that through water
and word we were made Children of God. “As many of you as were
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.” -Galatians 3:27

In the name of the Father,

and of the F Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.



Amen.

GATHERING HYMN — LBW#494 “Jesus Call Us; O’er the Tumult”
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Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: GALILEE, William H. Jude, 1851-1922

GREETING (LBW p.78)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



KYRIE (LBW 78-79)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord,

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord,

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

have

mer -

cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray

to the Lord.
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Lord,

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

have

mer cy.
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HYMN OF PRAISE (LBW 81-82)
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Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
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whose blood set us
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. ..

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless
blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more
dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD

We weekly hear the story of God in scriptures, sermons, and creeds because there are so many
stories told in this world and there is a real danger that we will forget our own. “So shall my
word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty.” —Isaiah 55:10-11

1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord
was rare in those days; visions were not widespread.

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not
see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and
Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then
the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here | am!” and ran to Eli, and
said, “Here | am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.”
So he went and lay down. The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and
went to Eli, and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” But he said, “l did not call,
my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of
the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third
time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here | am, for you called me.”
Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel,
“Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is
listening.”” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” [Then the Lord said to Samuel,
“See, | am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who
hears of it tingle. On that day | will fulfill against Eli all that | have spoken
concerning his house, from beginning to end. For | have told him that | am about



to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were
blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. Therefore | swear to the house of
Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering
forever.”

Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the
Lord. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said,
“Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here | am.” Eli said, “What was it that he told you?
Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything
from me of all that he told you.” So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing
from him. Then he said, “It is the Lord; let him do what seems good to him.”

As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the
ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a
trustworthy prophet of the Lord.]

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 139
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You have searched me out and known me.

LORD, you have ! searched me out;
O LORD, ! you have known me.
You know my sitting down and my ! rising up;
you discern my thoughts ! from afar.
You trace my journeys and my ! resting-places
and are acquainted with ! all my ways.
Indeed, there is not a word | on my lips,
but you, O LORD, know it | altogether. R
You encompass me, behind ! and before,
and lay your | hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonder- | ful for me;
it is so high that | cannot at- ! tain to it.
For you yourself created my | inmost parts;
you knit me together in my | mother's womb.
I will thank you because | am mar- ! velously made;
your works are wonderful, and | ! know it well. R



My body was not hid- ! den from you,
while | was being made in secret
and woven in the depths ! of the earth.
Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb;
all of them were written ! in your book;
my days were fashioned before they | came to be.
How deep I find your ! thoughts, O God!
How great is the | sum of them!
If | were to count them, they would be more in number ! than the sand;
to count them all, my life span would need to ! be like yours. R

1 Corinthians 6:12-20

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are
lawful for me,” but | will not be dominated by anything. “Food is meant for the
stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and the other.
The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.
And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. Do you not know that
your bodies are members of Christ? Should | therefore take the members of
Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that
whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The
two shall be one flesh.” But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with
him. Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but
the fornicator sins against the body itself. Or do you not know that your body is a
temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are
not your own? For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your
body.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Holy Gospel John 1:43-51
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P The Holy Gospel according to John the 1%t Chapter.
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord.

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him,
“Follow me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip
found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the
law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael
said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come
and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is
truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did
you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip
called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King
of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because | told you that | saw you
under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him,
“Very truly, | tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY LBW#503 “O Jesus, | Have Promised”
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nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide.
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul.
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.

Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven;

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen



PRAYERS

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on
the church, the world, and all of creation.

Encourage the ministry and mission of the church, God of truth. Let the leaders of
your church (especially) be trustworthy and accountable stewards, that all its
resources and outreach bring hope and healing to communities. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Delight in the goodness of your creation, God of fig trees and fertile soil. Heal
areas of the world harmed by human greed. Restore those recovering from
natural disaster. Protect our forests and waterways and all the creatures that live
in them. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Call the leaders of every neighborhood and nation to serve faithfully, God of
wisdom. Give them visions of justice and unity. Lead them to action that
promotes equitable partnership and uplifts those on the margins of society. God
of grace,

receive our prayer.

Hold in your care any who suffer and struggle, God of compassion. You who know
our inner hearts, be present with any who are oppressed, victims of racism or
cultural bias, and all who long for respite or restoration (especially). God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Give this congregation the anticipation and excitement of Samuel, so inspired and
empowered to do your work in the world, God of unity. Make us faithful as we
build communities of inclusion and mutual care. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Trusting God who raised Jesus and will also raise us in spirit and truth, we
remember all who have died and are at peace among the saints (especially the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. whose faithful advocacy for peace and justice
continues to embolden the church). God of grace,

receive our prayer.



Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

OFFERING

We give thanks, because it helps us recognize that all good things come from God. We
practice being thankful. “We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters,

as is right, because your faith is growing abundantly.” —2 Thessalonians 1:3
“Arise, Shine” -Robert Lau
Chancel Choir
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Let us pray,

Merciful God,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



MEAL

When we receive Holy Communion, we consume what we are, the Body of Christ. “For as

often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
—1 Corinthians 11:26

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing our
life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give

way to his own brilliant light. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.

You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations.
You rescued Israel, your chosen people.

Through the prophets you renewed your promise;
and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son,
who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup

we remember the life our Lord offered for us.

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.



Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,

the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection,

that we who receive the Lord's body and blood

may live to the praise of your glory

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.
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Let us pray as our Lord taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
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grant us peace, grant us peace.
May Christ’s body and blood strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
BENEDICTUS
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with shouts of thanks- giv - ing. Al - le-lu-ia. Al-le-lnu - ia.
Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen



SENDING

We are sent out to be salt and light, revealing God’s love to a world that needs it. “As the
Father has sent me, so | send you.”—John 20:21

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, - Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN LBW#403 “Lord, Speak to Us, that We May Speak”
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let us seek your  stray - ing chil - dren, lost and lone.
we may feed your hun - g’ring ones  with man - na sweet.
they may reach the hid - den depths of man - ya heart.
glow - ing word, your love to  tell, your praise to  show.
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 18361879, alt.
Music: CANONBURY, Robert Schumann, 1810-1856
DISMISSAL

Go in peace, Christ is with you.

Thanks be to God.
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