
THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST A – OCTOBER 8, 2023 
 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (LBW p. 77) 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
 
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your 

sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN      LBW#543  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 



 
 
 
GREETING (LBW p. 78) 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE (LBW p. 78) 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 



For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE (LBW p. 81-82) 
 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (LBW p. 82) 



 
Let us pray. . . . 
Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of 
your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, 
help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
FIRST LESSON: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 
 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. 
 You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is 
in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. 
 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord 
will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do 
all your work. 
 Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land 
that the Lord your God is giving you. 
 You shall not murder. 
 You shall not commit adultery. 
 You shall not steal. 
 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 
wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor. 
 When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the 
trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at 
a distance, and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let 
God speak to us, or we will die.” Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for 
God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do 
not sin.” 

 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 

  



PSALM: Psalm 19 

 
The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God, 
 and the sky proclaims its | maker's handiwork. 
One day tells its tale | to another, 
 and one night imparts knowledge | to another. 
Although they have no | words or language, 
 and their voices | are not heard, 
their sound has gone out into all lands, 
and their message to the ends | of the world, 
 where God has pitched a tent | for the sun. 
It comes forth like a bridegroom out | of his chamber; 
 it rejoices like a champion to | run its course. 
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
and runs about to the end of | it again; 
 nothing is hidden from its | burning heat.   R 
The teaching of the LORD is perfect and re- | vives the soul; 
 the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom | to the simple. 
The statutes of the LORD are just and re- | joice the heart; 
 the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light | to the eyes. 
The fear of the LORD is clean and en- | dures forever; 
 the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous | altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold, 
 sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb.   R 
By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened, 
 and in keeping them there is | great reward. 
Who can detect one's | own offenses? 
 Cleanse me from my | secret faults. 
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
let them not get dominion | over me; 
 then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a | great offense. 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation 
of my heart be acceptable | in your sight, 
 O LORD, my strength and | my redeemer.   R 

 

 
  



SECOND LESSON: Philippians 3:4b-14 
[Paul writes:] If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a 
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 
 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 
More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, 
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that 
comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want 
to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings 
by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from 
the dead. 
 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I 
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, 
I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting 
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the 
goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
VERSE (LBW p. 83) 

 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 21st chapter. 

 



[Jesus said to the people:] “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who 
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a 
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the 
harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 
But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned 
another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in 
the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 
But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; 
come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ So they seized him, threw him out of 
the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what 
will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a 
miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the 
produce at the harvest time.” 
 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the cornerstone; 
 this was the Lord’s doing, 
  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to 
a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone 
will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that 
he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the 
crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
SERMON  
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY LBW#433  “The Church of Christ, in Every Age” 



 
 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED (LBW p. 85) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



THE PRAYERS 
Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all in need. 
 
God of all grace, you are the source of life and joy. Strengthen the resolve of your 
church throughout the world (global mission partners may be named), that 
together we press on toward the goal of your heavenly call in Jesus Christ. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of all creation, you plant and nourish the earth as your own precious 
vineyard. Bless fields and orchards and the hands of those who labor in them, that 
your people are fed with an abundant harvest of good fruit. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of all the earth, you desire peace and justice between nations and peoples. 
Guide leaders of nations, states, provinces, and cities, that they faithfully govern 
your people with wisdom, integrity, and compassion. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of all compassion, in Christ, you lovingly poured yourself out like wine for 
your people. Have mercy on all who mourn, who struggle with their mental 
health, who cry out for justice, who hunger, and all in any need (especially). God 
of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of all steadfastness, you set Christ as the cornerstone and foundation of the 
church. Build up this congregation as living stones, that it stands in the 
community as a witness to your enduring faithfulness and love. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of all hope, the saints who came before us lived and died with their hearts 
fixed on you. We give you thanks for their faithful witness, and we wait with hope 
for the great day when we join their voices in praise. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



 
OFFERING (LBW p. 86) 
CHORAL ANTHEM         “Forever Will I Sing”                    -Linda C Shute                          
 

 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER (LBW p. 87) 
 
Let us pray. 
Merciful Father, 
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our 
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the 
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
DIALOGUE (LBW p. 88) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
 
 



 
PREFACE (LBW p. 88) 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on 
this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 
SANCTUS (LBW p. 89) 
 
THANKSGIVING (LBW p. 90) 
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, 
that all those who believe in him should not perish, 
but have eternal life. 
We give thanks to you 
for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 
as he comes to us in his holy supper. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 



Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (LBW p. 91) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION (LBW p. 91) 
 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN (LBW p. 92) 



 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE (LBW p. 92) 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 
Amen 
 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (LBW p. 94) 
Let us pray. 
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those 
whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
 
 



BLESSING (LBW p. 94) 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen 
 
 
SENDING HYMN   LBW#446     “Whatever God Ordains Is Right” 

 
 
 
DISMISSAL (LBW p. 94) 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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