THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST A —JULY 9, 2023

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN LBW #530 “Jesus Shall Reign”
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself,
and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in
you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Zechariah 9:9-12
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war-horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
| will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today | declare that | will restore to you double.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 145
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Lorp is full of com - pas - sion.

The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion,

slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.
LORD, you are | good to all,

and your compassion is over | all your works. R
All your works shall praise | you, O LORD,

and your faithful | ones shall bless you.



They shall tell of the glory | of your kingdom
and speak | of your power,
that all people may know | of your power
and the glorious splendor | of your kingdom.
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom;
your dominion endures through- | out all ages.
You, LORD, are faithful in all your words,
and loving in | all your works.
The Lord upholds all | those who fall
and lifts up those who | are bowed down. R

SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a

| do not understand my own actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do the very
thing | hate. Now if | do what | do not want, | agree that the law is good. But in
fact it is no longer | that do it, but sin that dwells within me. For | know that
nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. | can will what is right, but |
cannot do it. For | do not do the good | want, but the evil | do not want is what |
do. Now if | do what | do not want, it is no longer | that do it, but sin that dwells
within me.

So I find it to be a law that when | want to do what is good, evil lies close at
hand. For | delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but | see in my members
another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin
that dwells in my members. Wretched man that | am! Who will rescue me from
this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

The holy gospel according to Matthew the 11t Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] “To what will | compare this generation? It is
like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,

‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her
deeds.”

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because
you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed
them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been
handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father,
and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him.

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for | am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY WOV#734

“Softly and Tenderly, Jesus Is Calling”

P A .| i - f Y | [ I | |
@ = | —— ] K . | | ]
& & D) I & & &
J
1 Soft - ly and ten-der -ly Je-sus 1is call - ing, «call - ing for
2 Why should we tar - ry when Je -sus 1is plead-ing, plead-ing for
3 Oh, for the won-der - ful love he has prom-ised, prom-ised for
n “ |
A — i ] —
/10 e o p o o A |
7 S
you and for me. See, on the por - tals he’s wait-ing and watch-ing,
you and for me?  Why should we lin - ger and heed not his mer - cies,
you and for me! Though we have sinned,he has mer-cy and par- don,
Refrain
0 4 . . .
#F e —
G o s IS+ i —
J 4 |
watch-ing for you and for me.
mer - cies for you and for me? “Come home, come home!
par - don for you and for me.
0 _# |
DA N | Il — i !
J e e e . _— .
You who are wea-ry, come home.” Ear - nest-ly, ten-der - ly,
n JF) ] ————
i | | o o ' |
e — . —
J >
Je -sus is call-ing, call - ing, “O Sin - ner, come home!”




HOLY BAPTISM

PRESENTATION

In Holy Baptism our gracious heavenly Father liberates us from sin and death by
joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born
children of a fallen humanity; in the waters of Baptism we are reborn children of
God and inheritors of eternal life. By water and the Holy Spirit we are made
members of the Church which is the body of Christ. As we live with him and with
his people, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.

We present Jordan Leigh Fellin to receive the Sacrament of Holy Baptism.

In Christian love you have presented Jordan for Holy Baptism. You should,
therefore, faithfully bring her to the services of God’s house, and teach her the
Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments. As she grows in years, you
should place in her hands the Holy Scriptures and provide for her instruction in
the Christian faith, that, living in the covenant of their Baptism and in communion
with the Church, she may lead a godly life until the day of Jesus Christ.

Do you promise to fulfill these obligations?
I do.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the beginning
your Spirit moved over the waters and you created heaven and earth. By the gift
of water you nourish and sustain us and all living things.

By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those whom you
had chosen, Noah and his family. You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire
through the sea, out of slavery into the freedom of the promised land. In the
waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit.
By the baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son has set us
free from the bondage to sin and death, and has opened the way to the joy and
freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of the kingdom and of cleansing
and rebirth. In obedience to his command, we make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.



Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that Jordan who is to be baptized may be given new
life. Wash away her sin, cleanse her by this water, and bring her forth as an
inheritor of your glorious kingdom.

To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen

PROFESSION OF FAITH
| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of
the church, the faith in which we baptize.
Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises?
| do.
Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



BAPTISM
Jordan Leigh Fellin | baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for freeing your sons
and daughters from the power of sin and for raising them up to a new life through
this holy sacrament. Pour your Holy Spirit upon Jordan: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence.

Amen

Jordan, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the
cross of Christ forever.
Amen

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven.

O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon the father and mother of this
child. Let them ever rejoice in the gift you have given them. Make them teachers
and examples of righteousness for their children. Strengthen them in their own
Baptism so they may share eternally with their children the salvation you have
given them, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

WELCOME

Through Baptism God has made this new sister a member of the priesthood we all
share in Christ Jesus, that we may proclaim the praise of God and bear his
creative and redeeming Word to all the world.

We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a fellow member of
the body of Christ, child of the same heavenly Father, and a worker with us in
the kingdom of God.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the
church, those in need, and all of creation.

God of the covenant, you call ministers to proclaim your gospel of grace
throughout the world. Inspire pastors, deacons, church musicians, and all
ministers of your word (especially name/s) as they carry out your work. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all creation, you reveal your goodness through all you have made: rivers
and seas, plants and animals, and endangered species. Prosper the work of
conservation organizations, botanical gardens, zoos, and wildlife sanctuaries. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of the nations, you desire that all the peoples of the world live in peace.
Guide government leaders at all levels—national, state/province, and local—to
work for justice, mercy, and reconciliation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of compassion, you bring healing to those who are sick, consolation to those
who are grieving, and well-being to those who are distraught. Send skilled
caregivers to all in need (especially), and make your presence known among all
who suffer. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of rejoicing, you have brought us together this day to worship around word
and sacrament. Encourage children in their learning and growing, and watch over
those who are absent today. Lead us all to places of renewal and refreshment.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all faithfulness, through the witness of the faithful departed you reveal
love in action. Embolden us by their example to build up the beloved community
in all the contexts we encounter. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the
one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
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and give us a fore - laste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection,

you pour out the fire of your Spirit,

uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

O God most mighty,

O God most merciful,

O God our rock and our salvation,
hear us as we praise,

call us to your table,

grant us your life.

When the earth was a formless void,

you formed order and beauty.

When Abraham and Sarah were barren,

you sent them a child;

When the Israelites were enslaved,

you led them to freedom.

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath,

and the psalmists cried out for healing,

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.

He was born among the poor,

he lived under oppression,

he wept over the city.

With infinite love, he granted the people your life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. [Amen.]
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. [Amen.]
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. [Amen.]



O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one.
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.

O God most majestic, O God most motherly,

O God our strength and our song,

you show us a vision of a tree of life

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations.
Grant us such life,

the life of the Father to the Son,

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior,

life in you, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.



COMMUNION SONG
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you suf-fered death our
you set us free

lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us
with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power
of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *F give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG LBW#469 “Lord of All Hopefulness”
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be there at our wak - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our la - bors, and give us, we pray,
be there at our hom - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
your strength in  our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
your peace in  our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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