THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST A —JULY 2, 2023

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father,

and of the -+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN LBW #433 “The Church of Christ, in Every Age”
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy
reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one
another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Genesis 22:1-14

God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here | am.” He
said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that |
shall show you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and
took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the
burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance that God had
shown him. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away.
Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and |
will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you.” Abraham
took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself
carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. Isaac said
to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here | am, my son.” He said, “The
fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham
said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So the two
of them walked on together.

When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar
there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the
altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife
to kill his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said,
“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here | am.”[The angel] said, “Do not lay your
hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now | know that you fear God, since
you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham looked up
and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram
and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that
place “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it
shall be provided.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 89
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Your love, O LORD, forever | will | sing;
from age to age my mouth will pro- | claim your faithfulness.



For | am persuaded that your steadfast love is estab- | lished forever;
you have set your faithfulness firmly | in the heavens.
"I have made a covenant with my | chosen one;
| have sworn an oath to Da- | vid my servant:
'l will establish your | line forever,
and preserve your throne for all | generations."" R
Happy are the people who know the | festal shout!
They walk, O LORD, in the light | of your presence.
They rejoice daily | in your name;
they are jubilant | in your righteousness.
For you are the glory | of their strength,
and by your favor our might | is exalted.
Truly, our shield belongs | to the LORD;
our king to the Holy | One of Israel. R

SECOND READING: Romans 6:12-23

Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their
passions. No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness,
but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life,
and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. For sin will
have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By
no means! Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient
slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to
death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that
you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the
form of teaching to which you were entrusted, and that you, having been set free
from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. | am speaking in human terms
because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members
as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your
members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.

When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So what
advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The
end of those things is death. But now that you have been freed from sin and
enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life.
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.



The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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g T~
Y - : — T I ! S —— e e —
T e
Al - le-lu - ja! Lord and Sav-ijor: o - pen now your sav-ing word.

0
R S B R T I I A
S e e e e

Let it burn like fire with-in  us: speak un - tul our hearts are stirred.

0 1 :
o i — i  — —1 ——
{ L T F— T I'L o | | }' : !P_i v

| (an
NV | |
) L ’ | |

Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Matthew 10:40-42

The holy gospel according to Matthew the 10t Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and
whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a
prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever
welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the
reward of the righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of
these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly | tell you, none of these will lose
their reward.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY LBW#403 “Lord, Speak to Us, that We May Speak”
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APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell,
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need.

We pray for the church. For wisdom to heed the voices of prophets in our midst
who cast a vision of God’s promised future. For courage to welcome people
whom society rejects. For resolve to serve all in need. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for creation. For (local bodies of water and) all rivers, lakes, oceans, and
streams. For lands experiencing scorching heat, drought, or wildfires. For
conservation organizations and environmental activists. For scientists working on
clean energy solutions. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for this nation and all nations. For (national elected leaders and)
presidents, governors, and legislators. For judges, juries, district attorneys, and
public defenders. For military personnel. For those who are incarcerated. Guide
us in ways of freedom that promote the common good. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We pray for those in need. For exiles, immigrants, refugees, and those seeking
asylum. For victims of harassment, torture, or abuse. For those who are ill
(especially). For any near death and for all who grieve. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We pray for children. For their safety at home and in childcare settings. For their
flourishing at summer programs and camps. For the many people who care for
them including parents and grandparents; childcare workers and teachers;
coaches, counselors, and mentors; pediatricians and psychologists. God, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

We give thanks for (names and) all the saints and prophets who have received the
free gift of God, which is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. May their lives of
humble service inspire us in faith. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
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and give us a fore - laste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection,

you pour out the fire of your Spirit,

uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

O God most mighty,

O God most merciful,

O God our rock and our salvation,
hear us as we praise,

call us to your table,

grant us your life.

When the earth was a formless void,

you formed order and beauty.

When Abraham and Sarah were barren,

you sent them a child;

When the Israelites were enslaved,

you led them to freedom.

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath,

and the psalmists cried out for healing,

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.

He was born among the poor,

he lived under oppression,

he wept over the city.

With infinite love, he granted the people your life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. [Amen.]
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. [Amen.]
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. [Amen.]



O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one.
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.

O God most majestic, O God most motherly,

O God our strength and our song,

you show us a vision of a tree of life

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations.
Grant us such life,

the life of the Father to the Son,

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior,

life in you, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.



COMMUNION SONG
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you suf-fered death our
you set us free

lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us
with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power
of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I give you peace.

Amen.

SENDING SONG WOV#723 “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve”
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share a dream and help the blind to see.
cher - ish life, to do the lov - ing deed.
pow - ered us; we 2o in Je - sus’  name.
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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