
THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST A – JUNE 25, 2023 
 
GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  

To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



ENTRANCE HYMN LBW #242  “Let the Whole Creation Cry” 

 
 
 
 
 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



KYRIE  

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  
Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count 
the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to 
labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
  



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 21:8-21 
The child [Isaac] grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the 
day that Isaac was weaned. But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom 
she had borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. So she said to Abraham, 
“Cast out this slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave woman shall not 
inherit along with my son Isaac.” The matter was very distressing to Abraham on 
account of his son. But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of 
the boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she 
tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named for you. As for the 
son of the slave woman, I will make a nation of him also, because he is your 
offspring.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of 
water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and 
sent her away. And she departed, and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-
sheba. 
 When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the 
bushes. Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the 
distance of a bowshot; for she said, “Do not let me look on the death of the 
child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. And God 
heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, 
and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard 
the voice of the boy where he is. Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your 
hand, for I will make a great nation of him.” Then God opened her eyes and she 
saw a well of water. She went, and filled the skin with water, and gave the boy a 
drink. 
 God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became 
an expert with the bow. He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a 
wife for him from the land of Egypt. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 69 

 

Surely, for your sake I have suf- | fered reproach, 
     and shame has cov- | ered my face. 



I have become a stranger to | my own kindred, 
     an alien to my | mother's children. 
Zeal for your house has eat- | en me up; 
     the scorn of those who scorn you has fall- | en upon me. 
I humbled my- | self with fasting, 
     but that was turned to | my reproach.   R 
I put on | sackcloth also, 
     and became a by- | word among them. 
Those who sit at the gate mur- | mur against me, 
     and the drunkards make | songs about me. 
But as for me, this is my prayer to you, at the time you have | set, O LORD: 
     "In your great mercy, O God, answer me with your un- | failing help. 
Save me from the mire; do not | let me sink; 
     let me be rescued from those who hate me and out of | the deep waters.   R 
Let not the torrent of waters wash over me, neither let the deep swal- | low me 
up; 
     do not let the pit shut its | mouth upon me.] 
Answer me, O LORD, for your | love is kind; 
      in your great compassion, | turn to me. 
Hide not your face | from your servant; 
      be swift and answer me, for I am | in distress. 
Draw near to me | and redeem me; 
     because of my enemies de- | liver me.   R 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 6:1b-11 
Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! How 
can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have 
been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have 
been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be 
united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified 
with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be 
enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with 
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being 
raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 
him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to 
God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 
Jesus. 
 



The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 10:24-39 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew the 10th Chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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[Jesus said to the twelve:] “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above 
the master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like 
the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much 
more will they malign those of his household! 
 “So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, 
and nothing secret that will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell 
in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not 
fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can 
destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet 
not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs 
of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than 
many sparrows. 
 “Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I 
also will deny before my Father in heaven. 
 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to 
bring peace, but a sword. 
 For I have come to set a man against his father, 
 and a daughter against her mother, 
 and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 
 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever 
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not 
take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will 
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY LBW#544    “The God of Abraham Praise” 

Verses 1-4 
 
 



 
  



APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell, 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need. 
 
You entice your church to speak truth that challenges false notions of peace. 
Prevail upon us with the good news of Christ’s death and resurrection, that we 
are compelled to share the gospel with all the world. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Under your watch not even a sparrow goes unnoticed. Safeguard plant and 
animal habitats threatened by melting glaciers, rising oceans, and receding 
coastlines. Amplify the voices of those calling for responsible stewardship of the 
earth’s resources. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Our world is enduring violence and destruction. Rescue your people in nations 
experiencing conflict or crisis (especially). Thwart the efforts of those who sow 
chaos and terror, and guide those working to bring about peace and 
reconciliation. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You have counted even the hairs of our heads. Reassure anyone experiencing 
poverty, homelessness, unemployment, or exploitation that every life has value. 
Look favorably upon all who struggle (especially). Answer us, for your steadfast 
love is good. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Even when we experience rejection your love invites us to new life. Lift up anyone 
who feels shunned or excluded on account of their gender, race, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, national origin, or any other human distinction. 
Make your people one. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
All who have died with Christ also live with him. We give thanks for (Philipp 
Melanchthon and) all the saints whose faithful confession inspired our own 
discipleship, and raise us, with them, to eternal life. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen.



MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
ANTHEM    “THEE, WILL I LOVE”                - CRAIG COURTNEY 

Kelly Ye -soloist 

 
OFFERING  

 

OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who 
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
DIALOGUE  

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, 
you pour out the fire of your Spirit, 
uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/File/Download?atomCode=elw_hc10_holy_m


THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
O God most mighty, 
O God most merciful, 
O God our rock and our salvation, 
hear us as we praise, 
call us to your table, 
grant us your life. 
  

When the earth was a formless void, 
you formed order and beauty. 
When Abraham and Sarah were barren, 
you sent them a child; 
When the Israelites were enslaved, 
you led them to freedom. 
Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, 
and the psalmists cried out for healing, 
and full of compassion, you granted the people your life. 
  

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. 
He was born among the poor, 
he lived under oppression, 
he wept over the city. 
With infinite love, he granted the people your life. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. [Amen.] 
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. [Amen.] 
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. [Amen.] 
  



O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 
O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 
O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one. 
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. 
  

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, 
O God our strength and our song, 
you show us a vision of a tree of life 
with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 
Grant us such life, 
the life of the Father to the Son, 
the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 
life in you, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 



COMMUNION SONG  
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION  

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us 
with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power 
of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and 
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 



SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG LBW#503   “O Jesus, I have Promised” 

 
 
DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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