THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST A —JUNE 18, 2023

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN LBW #245 “All People That on Earth Do Dwell”
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself.
Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the
blessings of your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Exodus 19:2-8a
[The Israelites] had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai,
and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain. Then
Moses went up to God; the Lord called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus
you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites: You have seen what |
did to the Egyptians, and how | bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to
myself. Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be
my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine,
but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words
that you shall speak to the Israelites.”

So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all
these words that the Lord had commanded him. The people all answered as one:
“Everything that the Lord has spoken we will do.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 100
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We are God’s peo - ple and the sheep of God’s pas-ture.

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all you lands!

Serve the LORD with gladness; come into God's presence | with a song.
Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom | we belong; we are God's
people and the sheep| of God's pasture. R

Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving and the| courts with praise;
give thanks and bless God's| holy name.

Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is | everlasting,

whose faithfulness endures from | age to age. R



SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-8

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand;
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we
also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not
disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good
person someone might actually dare to die. But God proves his love for us in that
while we still were sinners Christ died for us.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Matthew 9:35—10:8 [9-23]

The holy gospel according to Matthew the 9" Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every
sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness.
These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and
his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and
Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus,
and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed
him.

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere
among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The
kingdom of heaven has come near.” Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the
lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment.
[Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, no bag for your journey, or two
tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve their food. Whatever town or
village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. As
you enter the house, greet it. If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it;
but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. If anyone will not welcome
you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that
house or town. Truly | tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and
Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.

“See, | am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as
serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they will hand you over to
councils and flog you in their synagogues; and you will be dragged before
governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles.
When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what you
are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you at that time; for it is not
you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Brother will
betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children will rise against
parents and have them put to death; and you will be hated by all because of my
name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. When they persecute
you in one town, flee to the next; for truly | tell you, you will not have gone
through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.”]

The gospel of the Lord.



Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY WOV#755

“We All Are One in Mission”
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APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell,
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need.

For the church here and around the world, we pray. Seek out disciples and send
them out with authority to proclaim good news, bring healing where there is pain,
and counter the forces of evil. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For the earth and all its creatures, we pray. Equip farmers, farm workers, and all
who labor on the land to produce a harvest. Nourish crops with ample rainfall and
abundant sunshine. Restore lands ruined by pollution or misuse. God, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

For those who govern, we pray. Empower those who seek peaceful solutions to
conflict and embolden those who advocate for all who are oppressed. Work
through systems of government to establish justice throughout the world. God, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For those who suffer, we pray. Accompany those who feel helpless, alone, or
abandoned. Embrace any who long for successful treatment for mental illness or
freedom from addiction. Heal those who are sick (especially). God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

For fathers and father figures, we pray. Console all who long to be fathers,
children estranged from their fathers, anyone grieving the death of a father, and
fathers who have lost a child. Draw near to all for whom this day stirs up difficult
emotions. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For all the saints, we give thanks. Receive into your eternal care all those who
have died (especially) and fill us with hope that does not disappoint. God, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.



MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

ANTHEM “If You Search With All Your Heart” - Craig Courtney
Kelly Ye -soloist
OFFERING
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and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection,

you pour out the fire of your Spirit,

uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

O God most mighty,

O God most merciful,

O God our rock and our salvation,
hear us as we praise,

call us to your table,

grant us your life.

When the earth was a formless void,

you formed order and beauty.

When Abraham and Sarah were barren,

you sent them a child;

When the Israelites were enslaved,

you led them to freedom.

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath,

and the psalmists cried out for healing,

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.

He was born among the poor,

he lived under oppression,

he wept over the city.

With infinite love, he granted the people your life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. [Amen.]
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. [Amen.]
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. [Amen.]



O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one.
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.

O God most majestic, O God most motherly,

O God our strength and our song,

you show us a vision of a tree of life

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations.
Grant us such life,

the life of the Father to the Son,

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior,

life in you, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.



COMMUNION SONG
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you suf-fered death our
you set us free

lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us
with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power
of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG LBW#397 “O Zion, Haste”
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and died on earth that we might live a - bove.
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tid - ings of Je - sus, re - demp-tion, and re - lease.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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