Worship Plan for the Fourth Sunday of Easter A, April 30, 2023
PRELUDE

A BRIEF LITANY OF GOD’S ACTS

P Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!

P In the beginning, before the beginning, there was only chaos and emptiness. No
light. Literally no ground to stand upon—Alone and without life.

C But God created all that is, seen and unseen, and has declared it good. Light, a
firm foundation, life.

P At the river’s edge, Pharaoh’s chariots hounded us.

We were penned in. There was no escape.

C The seas have parted, we find ourselves safe on the other side.
We are freed!

P We are sore, working mightily, for no pay. Away in a strange land. Where can
we turn?

C O’ tired ones eat what is good, delight in the richness on offer.

Turn to the Lord!

P It is claustrophobic. It is loud. The heat of the fiery furnace raises our blood
pressure and adrenaline.

C Find comfort, the LORD is with us. In the furnace with us—so that we will
come out unharmed.

P Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!

P Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into
death,

C so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so
we too might walk in newness of life.

P For if we have been united with him in a death like his,
C we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.

P Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!



HYMN  LBW #352 “lI know that My Redeemer Lives”
Verses 1-4,7 & 8
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11 know that my Re - deem - er lives! What  com - fort

2 He lives tri-um - phant from the  grave; he lives e -

3 He lives to grant me rich  sup - ply; he lives to

4 He lives to si - lence all my  fears; he lives to
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this sweet sen - tence  gives! He lives, he lives, who
ter - nal - ly to save; he lives ex - alt - ed,
guide me with his eye; he lives to com - fort
wipe a -  way my tears; he lives to calm my
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once  was dead; he lives, my ev - er - liv - ing head!
throned a - bove; he lives to rule his church in love.
me when faint; he lives to hear my soul’s com - plaint.
trou - bled heart; he lives all bless - ings to im - part.

5 He lives to bless me with his love; 7 He lives and grants me daily breath;
he lives to plead for me above; he lives, and I shall conquer death;
he lives my hungry soul to feed; he lives my mansion to prepare;
he lives to help in time of need. he lives to bring me safely there.

6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’'nly friend; 8 He lives, all glory to his name!
he lives and loves me to the end; He lives, my Savior, still the same;
he lives, and while he lives, I’ll sing; what joy this blest assurance gives:
he lives, my prophet, priest, and king! I know that my Redeemer lives!

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray
to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through
the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and
security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C Amen.

First Reading: Acts 2:42-47
[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers.

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done
by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common;
they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as
any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they
broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising
God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to
their number those who were being saved.

The word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 23
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The Lorp is my  shep-herd; I shall not be in want.

The LORD | is my shepherd;
| shall not | be in want.
The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
You restore my | soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name's sake.
Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R
You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R



Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25

It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering
unjustly. If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that?
But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval.
For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you
an example, so that you should follow in his steps.

“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not
threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore
our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were going astray
like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your
souls.

A The word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God.
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P The Holy Gospel according to John the 10™" chapter.
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Gospel: John 10:1-10

[Jesus said:] “Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by
the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters
by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him,
and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.
When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep
follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they
will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used
this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying
to them.

So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the sheep.
All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to
them. | am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go
out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came
that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY LBW#456 “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
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I am  his and he is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, with food ce - les - tal  feed - eth.
gent - ly laid, and home, re - joic - ing, brought me.
com - fort still; thy cross be - fore to guide me.

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thine unction grace bestoweth;
and, oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

thy goodness faileth never.

within thy house forever.

6 And so, through all the length of days,

Good Shepherd, may [ sing thy praise




HOLY BAPTISM
PRESENTATION

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God liberates us from sin and death and
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized into the one
body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God’s mission for
the life of the world. As we live with Christ and his people, we grow in faith, love, and
obedience to the will of God.

Sponsor: | present Qingyang Ye to receive the Sacrament of Holy Baptism.

Qingyang, do you desire to be baptized?

Qingyang: I do.

Qingyang, called by the Holy Spirit and trusting in the grace and love of God, you are

entrusted with responsibilities:

To live among God'’s faithful people,

To hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,

To proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
To serve all people, following the example of Jesus,

And to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.

Do you intend to these things as empowered by the Holy Spirit?

Qingyang: | do, and | ask God to help and guide me.

George, do you promise to nurture Qingyang in the Christian faith as you are
empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in

communion with the church?

Sponsor: | do.



People of God, do you promise to support Qingyang and pray for her in her new life in
Christ?
We do.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and
you created heaven and earth. By the gift of water you nourish and sustain us and all
living things.

By the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. You led Israel by the pillar
of cloud and fire through the sea, our of slavery into the freedom of the promised land.
In the waters of the Jordon your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit.
By the baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son has set us free from
the bondage to sin and death, and has opened the way to the joy and freedom of
everlasting life. He made water a sign of the kingdom and of cleansing rebirth. In
obedience to his command, we make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in
the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through
Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Qingyang, | ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith
of the Church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Qingyang: | renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Qingyang: | renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Qingyang: | renounce them.



Do you believe in God the Father?
We believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.

Qingyang, | baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized! Alleluia!

Let us pray.

Dear God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks that, through water,
Word, and Spirit you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin,
and raise them to eternal life.

Pour out your Spirit upon Qingyang and sustain her with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and
forever.

Amen.

Qingyang, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the
cross of Christ forever.



Amen.

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your

Father in heaven.

Let’s welcome the newly baptized!
We welcome you into the Lord’s family, the Body of Christ, and the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming

word to all the world.



THE PRAYERS

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.

especially when the voices of sin, idolatry, and oppression threaten to overpower
us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

The green pastures, still waters, and dark valleys of this earth all belong to you, O
Lord. Sustain your creation with a love that is both mighty and just. Where there
is destruction, bring healing. Where there is desolation, bring abundance. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

You proclaim shepherding love, comfort, and protection for all people and all of
creation. Direct leaders in our own time to learn from your example and
instruction. Give them servant hearts, that they generously seek the good of all.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You journey with us wherever our paths may lead. We pray for those feeling
overwhelmed by anxiety or depression or suffering in any way (especially). Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You are the sheepgate that gives safety to your beloved flocks. Provide protection
for refugees, victims of domestic violence, those who are imprisoned, and all
people who are vulnerable to violence and mistreatment. (Local concerns may be
named.) Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You call your sheep by name and lead them through the valley of death. We give
you thanks for those who have died and now dwell in your house forever
(especially). Be with those who mourn, and give them hope in the promise of
resurrection. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to
you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.



OFFERING

CHORAL ANTHEM “No Want Shall | know” -Dale Peterson
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Let us pray,

Merciful God,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

MOMENT OF THANKSGIVING
P As we prepare for this Thanksgiving meal, let us pause and reflect on what we
are thankful for since we last received Holy Communion.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itisright to give him thanks and praise.

P Itis indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever living God. But
chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he
is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his
death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life. And so,
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations.
You rescued Israel, your chosen people.

Through the prophets you renewed your promise;
and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son,
who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.



In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,

the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection,

that we who receive the Lord's body and blood

may live to the praise of your glory

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P Let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen



BENEDICTUS
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Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.
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BLESSING

The God of all,

who raised = Jesus from the dead,

bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit
to live in the new creation.

Amen.

HYMN LBW#196 “Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing”
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one voice hear - ing, ears at - ten - tive to  your word;
lert and liv - ing in your Spir - it strong and free.
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Christ, your cross and pas - sion shar - ing, by this eu - cha -
by your blood new life re - ceiv - ing, in your bod -y,
Part - ners in your new cre - a - tion, seek - ing peace in
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rist de - clar - ing yours the fi - nal vic - to - 1y
firm be - liev - ing, we are yours, and you the Lord.
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ev - ry na - tion, may we faith - ful fol - 'wers be.



DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
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