
Worship Plan for the Third Sunday of Easter A, April 23, 2023  
 

PRELUDE       
 

A BRIEF LITANY OF GOD’S ACTS 
 

P  Alleluia! Christ is risen!   
C  Christ is risen indeed.   Alleluia!  
  
P  In the beginning, before the beginning, there was only chaos and emptiness. No 
light. Literally no ground to stand upon—Alone and without life. 
C  But God created all that is, seen and unseen, and has declared it good. Light, a 
firm foundation, life. 
  
P  At the river’s edge, Pharaoh’s chariots hounded us. 
We were penned in. There was no escape. 
C  The seas have parted, we find ourselves safe on the other side. 
We are freed! 
  
P  We are sore, working mightily, for no pay. Away in a strange land. Where can 
we turn? 
C  O’ tired ones eat what is good, delight in the richness on offer. 
Turn to the Lord! 
  
P  It is claustrophobic. It is loud. The heat of the fiery furnace raises our blood 
pressure and adrenaline. 
C  Find comfort, the LORD is with us. In the furnace with us—so that we will 
come out unharmed. 
  
P  Alleluia! Christ is risen!   
C  Christ is risen indeed.   Alleluia!  
  
P  Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into 
death,  
C  so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so 
we too might walk in newness of life.  
 

P  For if we have been united with him in a death like his,  
C  we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
  
P  Alleluia! Christ is risen!   
C  Christ is risen indeed.   Alleluia!  



 
HYMN       LBW #144      “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing” 

 
 
 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C  And also with you. 
 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

 
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 



 
 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray 
to the Lord. 

 
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 

 

 
 



 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
 
P  Let us pray.   
O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. 
Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C  Amen. 
  
First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 36-41   
Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], 
“Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made 
him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to 
the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins 
may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is 
for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord 
our God calls to him.” And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted 
them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So those who 
welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand 
persons were added. 
 
The word of the Lord 

C   Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 116    
 

 
I love the LORD, who has | heard my voice, 
 and listened to my | supplication, 
for the LORD has given | ear to me 
 whenev- | er I called. 
The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave | came upon me; 
 I came to | grief and sorrow. 
Then I called upon the name | of the LORD: 
 "O LORD, I pray you, | save my life."   R 
How shall I re- | pay the LORD 
 for all the good things God has | done for me? 



I will lift the cup | of salvation 
 and call on the name | of the LORD. 
I will fulfill my vows | to the LORD 
 in the presence of | all God's people. 
Precious in your | sight, O LORD, 
 is the death | of your servants. 
O LORD, truly I | am your servant; 
 I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; 
 you have freed me | from my bonds. 
I will offer you the sacrifice | of thanksgiving 
 and call upon the name | of the LORD.   R 
I will fulfill my vows | to the LORD 
 in the presence of | all God's people, 
in the courts of | the LORD's house, 
 in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. | Hallelujah!   R 
 

Second Reading:  1 Peter 1:17-23 

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to 
their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know that you 
were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with 
perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that 
of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation of 
the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him you 
have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so 
that your faith and hope are set on God. 

 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that 
you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. You have 
been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living 
and enduring word of God. 
 
A  The word of the Lord 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 
P  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 24th chapter. 



 

 
 
Gospel: Luke 24:13-35 
Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two 
[disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 
While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with 
them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What 
are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking 
sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the 
only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place 
there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things 
about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God 
and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 
condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to 
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things 
took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the 
tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came 
back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he 
was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as 
the women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how 
foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and 
then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he 
interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 
 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if 
he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is 
almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and 
gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he 
vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning 
within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 
scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and 
they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were 
saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they 
told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them 
in the breaking of the bread. 
 



P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 
SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    LBW#363  “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”    
               

 
 
 
 



HOLY BAPTISM 
 

PRESENTATION 

In Holy Baptism our gracious heavenly Father liberates us from sin and death by 
joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born 
children of a fallen humanity; in the waters of Baptism we are reborn children of 
God and inheritors of eternal life. By water and the Holy Spirit we are made 
members of the Church which is the body of Christ. As we live with him and with 
his people, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God. 

We present Blake Quinn Mansilla to receive the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 

In Christian love you have presented Blake for Holy Baptism. You should, 
therefore, faithfully bring him to the services of God’s house, and teach him the 
Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments. As he grows in years, you 
should place in his hands the Holy Scriptures and provide for his instruction in the 
Christian faith, that, living in the covenant of their Baptism and in communion 
with the Church, he may lead a godly life until the day of Jesus Christ. 

 

Do you promise to fulfill these obligations? 
I do. 

 

THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the beginning 
your Spirit moved over the waters and you created heaven and earth. By the gift 
of water you nourish and sustain us and all living things. 
 
By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those whom you 
had chosen, Noah and his family. You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire 
through the sea, out of slavery into the freedom of the promised land. In the 
waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit. 
By the baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son has set us 
free from the bondage to sin and death, and has opened the way to the joy and 
freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of the kingdom and of cleansing 



and rebirth. In obedience to his command, we make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that Blake who is to be baptized may be given new 
life. Wash away his sin, cleanse him by this water, and bring him forth as an 
inheritor of your glorious kingdom. 

To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 
the church, the faith in which we baptize. 
Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises? 

I do. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 



Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

BAPTISM 
Blake Quinn Mansilla, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for freeing your sons 

and daughters from the power of sin and for raising them up to a new life through 

this holy sacrament. Pour your Holy Spirit upon Blake: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 

fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence. 

Amen 

Blake, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 
cross of Christ forever. 
Amen 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and 
glorify your Father in heaven. 

O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon the father and mother of this 

child. Let them ever rejoice in the gift you have given them. Make them teachers 

and examples of righteousness for their child. Strengthen them in their own 

Baptism so they may share eternally with their child the salvation you have given 

them, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

WELCOME 
Through Baptism God has made this new brother a member of the priesthood we 
all share in Christ Jesus, that we may proclaim the praise of God and bear his 
creative and redeeming Word to all the world. 



We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a fellow member of 
the body of Christ, child of the same heavenly Father, and a worker with us in 
the kingdom of God. 



THE PRAYERS 
 
United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 
 
Ever-present God, you make yourself known in the breaking of the bread and in 
the bonds of community. Reveal yourself to us in the faces of all we meet. 
Strengthened by your body and blood, let us boldly live out your good news. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

As we know you in the breaking of the bread, we know you in the grains of the 
field and the flowing waters. Care for the earth you lovingly create. Strengthen 
those who safeguard threatened land and water. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

You are the authority to whom we dedicate our lives (like Toyohiko Kagawa, 
whom we commemorate today). Help us keep the needs of those most 
vulnerable at the forefront of our community. Move us to care for any who are 
disregarded or oppressed. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Mothering God, you feed and comfort those who hunger. Open the hearts of 
those who horde resources and lead them to share your abundance. We pray for 
anyone hungering for your comforting presence this day (especially). Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

You pour out your love on those who are oppressed. Support and comfort anyone 
who is marginalized by gender or sexuality and those whose stories are not 
believed. Form this community to listen faithfully and speak honestly in our 
ministry together. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We remember with thanksgiving all your beloved saints (especially). As you have 
raised them to eternal life, abide with us in your promise of resurrection. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to 
you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
 



OFFERING 
CHORAL ANTHEM             “Alleluia, Christ Is Risen”               -James Kirkby 
 
 

  
 
Let us pray, 
Merciful God, 
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our 
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the 
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
    
MOMENT OF THANKSGIVING 
P  As we prepare for this Thanksgiving meal, let us pause and reflect on what we 
are thankful for since we last received Holy Communion. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
P  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever living God. But 
chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he 
is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his 
death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, 
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with 
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 
You have filled all creation with light and life; 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 
Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations. 

You rescued Israel, your chosen people. 
Through the prophets you renewed your promise; 

and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son, 
who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom 
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 



In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 

we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup 
we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power 
to share with us the great and promised feast. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 
the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection, 
that we who receive the Lord's body and blood 
may live to the praise of your glory 
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, 
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 
until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P  Let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 
Amen 
 
 
 



BENEDICTUS 

 
 
BLESSING 
The God of all, 

who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, 
bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 
Amen. 
 
 

HYMN          LBW#128         “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!”         
        



 
 
DISMISSAL    
 
A  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE          
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