
   
 

   
 

SPRUCE RUN LUTHERAN CHURCH – LENTEN VESPERS – MARCH 8, 2023 

 

OPENING DIALOGUE 

Almighty God grant us a quiet night and peace at the last. 

Amen. 

By day, O God, 

you grant your steadfast love, 

And at night your song is with me, 

a prayer to the God of my life. 
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EVENING SUFFRAGES 

Show us your mercy, O God, 

and grant us your salvation. 

Give us the joy of your saving help again, 

and sustain us with your bountiful Spirit. 

Give peace in all the world; 

for only in you can we live in safety. 

Keep the nations under your care, 

and guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

Let your way be known upon earth; 

your saving health among all nations. 

Let not the needy be forgotten, 

nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and sustain me with your Holy Spirit. 

Lord, hear my prayer, 

and let my cry come before you. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray together. 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work or watch or weep this night, and 

give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, give rest to the 

weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, comfort the afflicted, shield the 

joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 
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Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before you, O Lord, and let your 

lovingkindness descend upon us, that with purified minds we may sing your 

praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host, and may glorify 

you forever and ever.  

Amen. 
 

PSALM  42 
As the deer longs | for the water-brooks, 

so longs my soul for | you, O God. 

I thirst for God, for the | living God; 

when shall I come to appear before the pres- | ence of God? 

My tears have been my food | day and night, 

while all day long they say to me, “Where now | is your God?” 

I pour out my soul when I think | on these things; 

how I went with the multitude and led them into the house of God, with 

shouts of thanksgiving, among those | keeping festival. 

Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul, and why are you so disquiet- | ed 

within me? 

Put your trust in God, for I will yet give thanks to the one who is my help | and my 

God. 

My soul is heav- | y within me; 

therefore I will remember you from the land of Jordan, and from the peak 

of Mizar among the | heights of Hermon. 

One deep calls to another in the roar of | your cascades; 

all your rapids and floods have gone | over me. 

The Lord grants lovingkindness | in the daytime; 

in the night season the Lord’s song is with me, a prayer to the God | of my 

life. 

I will say to the God of my strength, “Why have you re- | jected me, 

and why do I wander in such gloom while the enemy op- | presses me?” 

While my bones are being broken, my enemies mock me | to my face; 

all day long they mock me and say to me, “Where now | is your God?” 

Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul, and why are you so disquiet- | ed 

within me? 

Put your trust in God, for I will yet give thanks to the one who is my help | and my 

God. 

ALL: 



   
 

   
 

 

SILENCE FOR MEDITATION 

 

ROMANS 4:1-5, 13-17 
What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the 

flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but 

not before God. For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it 

was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are not 

reckoned as a gift but as something due. But to one who without works trusts him 

who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 

 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 

descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the 

adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 

For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

 For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace 

and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but 

also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it 

is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the 

God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the 

things that do not exist. 

 

HOMILY 
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CONFESSION 

Holy and gracious God, 

I confess that I have sinned against you this day. Some of my sin I know—the 

thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is known only 

to you. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me, 

that I may rest in peace.  
 

By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in him we are forgiven. 

We rest now in his peace and rise in the morning to serve him. 

Amen. 

 



   
 

   
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

 

BENEDICTION 

May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord’s face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

May the Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Almighty God bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 
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Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#25869  Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-738240. All rights reserved.” 


