Worship for Transfiguration of Our Lord — February 19, 2023
PRELUDE
GATHERING

We gather together in worship, because we don’t do this alone, but as a community formed around Jesus
Christ. Where two or three are gathered in his name, Jesus is there. “Where two or three are gathered in

my name, | am there among them.”
—Matthew 18:20

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:

We begin the service by acknowledging that we are sinners and that God forgives us—we are practicing
how to love one another—saying ouch and sorry and | forgive you. “Jesus breathed on the disciples and
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain

the sins of any, they are retained.”
—John 20:22-23

In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen



Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,
and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your
sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *}* Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen

GATHERING HYMN — LBW#526 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”
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1 Im - mor-tal, in - wvis - i - ble, God on - ly wise,
2 Un - rest-ing, un - hast-ing, and si - lent as light,
3 To all, life thou giv - est, to both great and small;
4 Thou reign-est in glo - ry; thou dwell -est  in light;
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in light in - ac - ces - si - ble hid from our eyes,
nor  want-ing, nor  wast-ing, thou rul - est in might;
in all life thou liv - est, the true life  of all;
thine an - gels a - dore thee, all veil - ing their sight;
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most bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of Days,
thy jus - tice like moun-tains high soar - ing a - bove
we blos - som and flour - ish  like leaves on  the tree,
all laud we would ren - der; oh, help us to see
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al - might -y, vic - to-rious, thy great name we  praise!
thy  clouds which are foun-tains  of good - ness and love.

and with - er and per - ish,  but naught chang-eth  thee.
tis on - ly the splen-dor of light hid - eth  thee!

GREETING (LBW p.78)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



KYRIE (LBW 78-79)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord,

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord,

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

have

mer -

cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray

to the Lord.
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Lord,

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE (LBW 81-82)
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This is the feast

of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
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whose blood set us
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This is the feast of vic- to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith
by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud
declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your
children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD

We weekly hear the story of God in scriptures, sermons, and creeds because there are so many stories
told in this world and there is a real danger that we will forget our own. “So shall my word be that goes
out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty.”

—Isaiah 55:10-11

Exodus 24:12-18

The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and |
will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which |
have written for their instruction.” So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and
Moses went up into the mountain of God. To the elders he had said, “Wait here
for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a
dispute may go to them.”

Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain.
The glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days;
on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. Now the appearance of
the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the
sight of the people of Israel. Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the
mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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You are my son; this day have I be - got - ten you.

Why are the nations | in an uproar?
Why do the peoples mutter | empty threats?
Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes | plot together,
against the LORD and against the | LORD's anointed?
"Let us break their | yoke," they say;
"let us cast off their | bonds from us."
God whose throne is in heav- | en is laughing;
the LORD holds them | in derision. R
Then in wrath God | speaks to them,
and in rage fills | them with terror.
"As for me, | have anoint- | ed my king
upon Zion, my | holy mountain."
Let me announce the decree | of the LORD,
who said to me, "You are my son; this day have | be- | gotten you.
Ask of me, and | will give you the nations for | your inheritance
and the ends of the earth for | your possession. R
You shall crush them with an | iron rod
and shatter them like a | piece of pottery."
And now, you | kings, be wise;
be warned, you rulers | of the earth.
Submit to the | LORD with fear,
and with trembling | bow in worship;
lest the LORD be angry, and you perish in a sudden | blaze of wrath.
Happy are all who take ref- | uge in God! R



2 Peter 1:16-21
For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the

power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his
majesty. For he received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice
was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved,
with whom | am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven,
while we were with him on the holy mountain.

So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be
attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts. First of all you must understand this, that no
prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, because no
prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit
spoke from God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel
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Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9
Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high

mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face
shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there
appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus,
“Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, | will make three dwellings here,
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking,
suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said,
“This is my Son, the Beloved; with him | am well pleased; listen to him!” When the
disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus
came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” And when they
looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one
about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY WOV#651 “Shine, Jesus, Shine”

No download available due to copyright.



HOLY BAPTISM

PRESENTATION

In Holy Baptism our gracious heavenly Father liberates us from sin and death by
joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born
children of a fallen humanity; in the waters of Baptism we are reborn children of
God and inheritors of eternal life. By water and the Holy Spirit we are made
members of the Church which is the body of Christ. As we live with him and with
his people, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.

We present Calvin Joseph Peare to receive the Sacrament of Holy Baptism.

In Christian love you have presented this child for Holy Baptism. You should,
therefore, faithfully bring him to the services of God’s house, and teach him the
Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments. As he grows in years, you
should place in his hands the Holy Scriptures and provide for his instruction in the
Christian faith, that, living in the covenant of their Baptism and in communion
with the Church, he may lead a godly life until the day of Jesus Christ.

Do you promise to fulfill these obligations?
I do.

THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the beginning
your Spirit moved over the waters and you created heaven and earth. By the gift
of water you nourish and sustain us and all living things.

By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those whom you
had chosen, Noah and his family. You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire
through the sea, out of slavery into the freedom of the promised land. In the
waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit.
By the baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son has set us
free from the bondage to sin and death, and has opened the way to the joy and
freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of the kingdom and of cleansing
and rebirth. In obedience to his command, we make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.



Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that Calvin who is to be baptized may be given new
life. Wash away his sin, cleanse him by this water, and bring him forth as an
inheritor of your glorious kingdom.

To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen

PROFESSION OF FAITH
| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of
the church, the faith in which we baptize.
Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises?
| do.
Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



BAPTISM
Calvin Joseph Peare, | baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for freeing your sons
and daughters from the power of sin and for raising them up to a new life through
this holy sacrament. Pour your Holy Spirit upon Calvin: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence.

Amen

Calvin, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the
cross of Christ forever.

Amen

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven.

O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon the father and mother of this
child. Let them ever rejoice in the gift you have given them. Make them teachers
and examples of righteousness for their child. Strengthen them in their own
Baptism so they may share eternally with their child the salvation you have given
them, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

WELCOME

Through Baptism God has made this new brother a member of the priesthood we
all share in Christ Jesus, that we may proclaim the praise of God and bear his
creative and redeeming Word to all the world.

We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a fellow member of
the body of Christ, child of the same heavenly Father, and a worker with us in
the kingdom of God.



PRAYERS

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

Inspire your church that it may be a sign of life throughout the world. From the
exploration of faith with children and new believers to missionaries and bishops,
shape lives of faithfulness, so that all find abundant life in your ways. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Nourish your creation. Accompany all who plant and water. Bless the work of
farmers; provide for subsistence farmers facing drought and climate change.

Guide the work of agricultural scientists toward sustainable ways to feed the

world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Give growth where there seems to be no hope for life. In nations and regions
where reconciliation seems impossible (especially), empower peacemakers with
your Spirit. Where death holds sway through violence, disease, and hunger, equip
relief workers to bring hope. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Nurture all in need (especially). Bring healing to all who experience trauma caused
by systems of injustice and destructive relationships. Give courage to those
struggling to repent and those seeking reconciliation. Sustain all who work for
restoration (local restorative efforts may be named). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Encourage this congregation. Call us to a common purpose and keep us from
quarrelling. Turn our hearts toward you and guide our leaders, so that our choices
may be lifegiving for all. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Thanks be to you for the lives of all who have died in Christ. Teach us to follow
them in your ways and gather us with them into the promise of eternal life with
you. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power
revealed in Christ crucified.
Amen.

OFFERING

We give thanks, because it helps us recognize that all good things come from God. We practice being
thankful. “We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is right, because your

faith is growing abundantly.” —2 Thessalonians 1:3
CHORAL ANTHEM “I Sing the Mighty Power” -Douglas E. Wagner
0 | sm—
Y D | | | —1 —— ymmm—]
VAN LV- I | P P o P | | | ot | | |
L —— ! - ———— h 7 m———
Q) ' I ' = "' 1 "' =
Let the vine- yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill tothe brim our cup of
P S =] —r=
S e i
bless- ing. Gath-er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be
Q ! ‘D | | | —— | | | —]
e e e e e
o I — — ¢ I 2 = o o
fed with the bread of life. Gath- er the hopes and dreams of all; u -
/(\]) L‘D\  E— I i I F P o I  E—
,\va D - ‘_‘/=' | I | P i— | | F | I
nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta- ble with your
0 T
D y — | i [ ———
y AN | & | 1 P | | I
(A" D | | ! L | o—— = | |
ANV | P i I} | i = 1 o i =
J 4 - I e
pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Let us pray,

Merciful God,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

MEAL

When we receive Holy Communion, we consume what we are, the Body of Christ. “For as often as you
eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. —1 Corinthians 11:26



The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing our
life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give
way to his own brilliant light. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.

You have filled all creation with light and life;

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations.
You rescued Israel, your chosen people.

Through the prophets you renewed your promise;
and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son,
who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup

we remember the life our Lord offered for us.

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,

the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection,

that we who receive the Lord's body and blood

may live to the praise of your glory

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.



Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.
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Let us pray as our Lord taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
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grant us peace, grant us peace.



May Christ’s body and blood strengthen and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

BENEDICTUS
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with shouts of thanks- giv - ing. Al - le-lu-ia. Al-le-lnu - ia.

Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the

healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

SENDING

We are sent out to be salt and light, revealing God’s love to a world that needs it. “As the Father has sent
me, so | send you.”—John 20:21

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, - Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen.



SENDING HYMN WOV#654 “Alleluia, Song of Gladness”
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Al-le - lu - ia, song of glad-ness, voiceof joy that can-not die;
Al-1le - lu - ia! Lead our prais - es, true Je - ru - sa - lem and free;
Al-le - lu - ia can-not al - ways be our song while here be-low;
In our hymns we pray with long - ing:  Grantus, bless-ed Trin-i - ty,
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al -le - lu - ia is the an-them ev - er dear to choirs on high;
al -le - lu-1ia, joy-ful moth-er, bringus to your ju - bi- lee;
al-le -lu-ia  our trans-gres-sions make us for a  while for - go;
at the last to  keep glad Eas-ter with the faith-ful saints on high;
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in the house of God a - bid-ing thus they sing e - ter-nal - ly.
but by Bab-y - lon’s sad wa-ters mourn-ing ex-iles now are we.
for the sol-emn time is com-ing when our tears for  sin shall flow.
there to you for - ev - er sing-ing al - le - lu - ia joy - ful - ly.
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace, Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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