Worship for the Third Sunday in Lent — March 20, 2022

PRELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father:

[, a sinner, confess to you all my sins. | am sorry for them repent of them, praying for
your unending grace and your mercy.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, forgive me my sins, both known and unknown.
Please give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my life. Bring me to life
everlasting. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life.

Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father:

I, a sinner, confess to you all my sins. | am sorry for them repent of them, praying
for your unending grace and your mercy.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, forgive me my sins, both known and
unknown. Please give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my life. Bring me
to life everlasting. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life.

Amen.

OPENING HYMN - LBW#343 “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”
Verses 1 & 3
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1 Guide me ev - er, great Re - deem-er, pil - grim through this
2 O - pen now the crys - tal foun - tain  where the heal - ing
3 When I tread the verge of Jor - dan, bid my anx - ious
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bar - ren land. I am weak, but you are might-y; hold me with your
wa - ters flow; let the fire and cloud-y pil - lar lead me all my
fears sub - side; death of death and hell’s de - struc-tion, land me safe on
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pow’r-ful  hand. Bread of heav - en, bread of heav - en,
jour - ney through. Strong de - liv - ’rer, strong de - liv - ’rer,
Ca - naan’s side. Songs and prais - es, songs and prais - es,
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feed me now and ev - er-more, feed me now and ev - er-more.
shield me with your might-y arm, shield me with your might-y arm.
I will raise for - ev - er-more, I will raise for - ev - er-more.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate in us new hearts!



PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life,
death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring
your saving love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD
1 Corinthians 10:1-13

| do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in
the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same
spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock
was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were
struck down in the wilderness.

Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as
they did. Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people
sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” We must not indulge in sexual
immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We
must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents.
And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer.
These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down
to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. So if you think you are
standing, watch out that you do not fall. No testing has overtaken you that is not
common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your
strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able
to endure it.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 63
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O God,

ea-ger-ly I seek you;

e -

O
O

O God, you are my God; eager- | ly | seek you;

my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where

there | is no water.

Therefore | have gazed upon you in your | holy place,

that | might behold your power | and your glory.

For your steadfast love is better than | life itself;

my lips shall | give you praise.

So will | bless you as long | as | live

and lift up my hands | in your name. R

My spirit is content, as with the rich- | est of foods,

and my mouth praises you with | joyful lips,

when | remember you up- | on my bed,

and meditate on you in | the night watches.

For you have | been my helper,

and under the shadow of your wings | | will rejoice.

My whole being | clings to you;

your right hand | holds me fast. R

my soul thirsts for you.
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Re- turn to the Lord, your God, for he is gra-cious and mer- ci- ful,
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slow to an - ger, and a - bound- ing in stead - fast love.




P The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 13th Chapter.
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Glo - ry to you, 0] Lord.

nc,

Gospel: Luke 13:1-9
At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose

blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. [Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that
because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other
Galileans? No, | tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those
eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that
they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? No, | tell you; but
unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.”

Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he
came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For
three years | have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still | find none. Cut it
down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more
year, until | dig around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and
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good; but if not, you can cut it down.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY LBW#496 “Around You, O Lord Jesus”
Verses 1& 3
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1 A-round you, O Lord Je - sus,your own you gath-er still
2 We hear yourin - vi - ta - tion, and heed, O Lord, your call;
3 We are your own for-ev - er; un-til our fi - nal breath
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to share the feast you give us with grace our lives to  fill.
your word of con - so - la - tion is spo-ken here to  all.
we will be true and nev - er—in joy, in grief, in  death—
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You say to us so lov - ing -ly, ‘“Take, eat! This is my
It draws wus to your lov - ing heart; it brings to us your
de - part from you, for you are still a - mong your peo - ple
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bod - ! Take, drink! This is my blood!”
bless - ing, which nev - er will de - part.
dwell - ing, as you have said you will.



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven;

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen



PRAYERS
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.

We pray for the church around the world in all its forms: for pastors, deacons,
bishops, chaplains, and mission developers; for church councils, committee chairs,
and all lay ministry leaders; for congregations that contemplate difficult decisions
about the future of their ministry. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the health of this planet and the well-being of its creatures: for lands impacted by
droughts and at risk of wildfires; for fig trees and vineyards that produce fruit for our
nourishment and delight; for animal habitats threatened by climate change. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

For those called into positions of civic responsibility: for judges, attorneys, and court
administrators tasked with uncovering truth and delivering justice; for activists and
community leaders who cast a vision of a more compassionate and equitable society.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For those who call upon you for mercy: for all who live in poverty and experience
hunger; for any who feel tested beyond their strength; for those who are hospitalized
or near death, and for all in need of healing (especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the advocacy efforts of this congregation: for those whose faith leads them to
speak difficult truths and engage in difficult conversations with policymakers; for
those who promote mercy over vengeance or retaliation. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For those whose earthly journeys have ended, we give thanks. With (names and) all
the saints, we praise you for the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of
Jesus Christ.

Amen.

OFFERING

CHORAL ANTHEM  “Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow” -K. Lee Scott
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® What shall I ren - der to the Lord for all his ben- e- fits to me?
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will take the cup of sal -

and will call on the name of the Lord.
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I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the
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n
7 T I Il |
. m——— T T T | | T I I Il |
HEY 1 [ i | | | [ =I d =i Il |
K I & & r I r il |
ry) L4 hd L4
in the midst of you, O Je - ru - sa- lem.

Let us pray,

Merciful God,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of
him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
MOMENT OF THANKFULNESS

In this Lenten season, let us take a moment to consider what, since we last received
Holy Communion, we are especially thankful for.



The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid your people
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast. Renew our zeal in faith
and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the children of God. And
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

Bless - ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

|
s

Yo
h
ol
ol
o |
ol
Nl

Ho - san - na in the high - est.



On the night in which he was handed over,

our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks;
blessed it, and said:
This is my body, given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
Blessed it and said:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this in remembrance of me.

Let us pray as our Lord taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



Let us lift up these common elements of bread and wine.

your Holy Spirit upon them that they might be for us the
Jesus Christ our Lord.

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.
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sin of the world; have mer - cy on us.
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sin of the world; grant us peace. A men

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen

Lord God, send
Body and Blood of



BENEDICTUS
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BLESSING

May the Lord bless you and keep you.

May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
May the Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.



SENDING HYMN LBW#341 “Jesus, Still Lead On”

Verses 1 & 4

O ﬁ T | | | f | f I P

7\ | | | | I. | I' | dl I’ }! i' F

S . i — '

1 Je - sus, still lead on, till our rest be won; and, al-though the
2 If the way be drear, if the foe be near, let no faith - less
3 When we seek re - lief from a long-felt grief,  when temp-ta - tions
4 Je - sus, still lead on, till our rest be won; heav’'n-ly lead - er,
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way be cheer - less, we will fol - low, calm and fear - less;
fears o’er - take us, let not faith and hope for - sake us;
come al - lur - ing make us pa - tient and en - dur - ing;
still  di - rect us, still sup - port, con - sole, pro - tect us,
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guide us by  your hand to our Fa - ther’s land.
safe - ly past  the foe to our home we £0.
show us that bright shore where we weep no  more.
till  we safe - ly stand in our Fa - ther’s land.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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