Worship for the Baptism of Our Lord — January 9, 2022

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTRODUCTION OF THE SERVICE

Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption
as God'’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of
almighty God when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers. .. fire.” On this
day the heavens open again for this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s
Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

We begin the service by acknowledging that we are sinners and that God forgives
us—we are practicing how to love one another—saying ouch and sorry and |
forgive you.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Dear Lord, you know us better than we know ourselves. Reveal to us your mercy,
bless us with right relationship with you and with our neighbors, for Jesus Christ’s
sake.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Merciful Savior,

Like Peter we could fall down before you and say, “get away from me, Lord, for |
am a sinner.” For we are both captured by and contribute to the hollow
brokenness of the world.

Please call us by name, claim us, forgive us, make us people who heal and help
and follow after you, in Jesus name. Amen.



God’s love overflows and God’s mercy is relentless. As a called and ordained
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | declare to you the entire
forgiveness of your Sin, in the name of the Father, and the + Son, and the Holy

Spirit.

Amen.

OPENING HYMN — LBW#75

“Bright and Glorious is the Sky”

Verses1& 6
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heav’n a - bove, beck - on us to heav’'n a - Dbove.
star drew nigh, as the Christ-mas  star drew nigh.
Lord and King, un - to him as Lord and King.
lov - ing arms, rest - ing in  her lov - ing arms.

5 Guided by the star, they found
him whose praise the ages sound.

We too have a star to guide us
which forever will provide us

with the light to find our Lord,
with the light to find our Lord.

6 As a star, God’s holy word
leads us to our King and Lord;
brightly from its sacred pages
shall this light throughout the ages
shine upon our path of life,
shine upon our path of life.



GREETING

We gather together in worship, because we don’t do this alone, but as a
community formed around Jesus Christ. Where two or three are gathered in his
name, Jesus is there.

Jesus who was revealed in a manger, at a river, and during a wedding feast. We
gather expecting Jesus to keep showing up, in food, water, and community.

May it be so.

KYRIE

Lord have mercy.
Christ have mercy.
Lord have mercy.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed
him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in
your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD

We weekly hear the story of God in scriptures, sermons, and creeds because there
are so many stories told in this world and there is a real danger that we will forget
our own.



Isaiah 43:1-7
But now thus says the Lord,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for | have redeemed you;
| have called you by name, you are mine.
When you pass through the waters, | will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
For | am the Lord your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
| give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
Because you are precious in my sight,
and honored, and | love you,
| give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life.
Do not fear, for | am with you;
| will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west | will gather you;
| will say to the north, “Give them up,”
and to the south, “Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth—
everyone who is called by my name,
whom | created for my glory,
whom | formed and made.”

God’s Word, revealed to us.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 29
Ascribe to the Lord, you gods,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name;
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the Lord is upon the mighty waters.
The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice;
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
The voice of the Lord
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!”
The Lord sits enthroned above the flood;
the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore.
O Lord, give strength to your people;
give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 3rd Chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.



Gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of
them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than | is
coming; | am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn
with unquenchable fire.”

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended
upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my
Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY WOV#693 “Baptized in Water”

Verses 1 & 3
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blood of Christ our king: heirs of sal - va - tion,  trust-ing his
tomb with  Christ our king: one with his ris - ing, freed and for -
sign of Christ our king: born of the Spir - it, we are God’s
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giv - en, thank-ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.

chil - dren; joy - ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom
will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen



PRAYERS

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray
for the church, the world, and all that God has made.

By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out in mission to share the
good news of Jesus. Inspire your faithful people to be fervent in prayer and
service, that all people know they are precious in God’s sight. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

You reveal your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard rivers, seas,
and all bodies of water from destruction and pollution. Secure access to clean
water for all, and protect the land from drought and flood. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders who will
protect vulnerable people in their care. Strengthen advocates who risk reputation
or retaliation for the sake of mercy and justice. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this life. Assure us that we
will not be cut off from you by illness or despair, anxiety or pain, confusion or
weakness. Comfort all who are in need (especially). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another. Bless those who are newly
baptized and those who are preparing for baptism. Help us to be faithful in
fellowship, worship, evangelism, service, and justice-seeking. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

You created each of your saints for your glory. We give thanks for those you have
called by name into your eternal embrace (especially). Comfort us in grief and
release us from fear. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of
our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.



OFFERING

We give thanks, because it helps us recognize that all good things come from God.
We practice being thankful.
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pres- ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.

Let us pray,
Merciful God,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



HOLY COMMUNION

When we receive Holy Communion, we consume what we are, the Body of Christ.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Yes! We praise you for the love, fidelity, and mercy that you continually show to
us.

Your presence could shake the heavens and the earth, but instead we experience
you as a resting place and refuge. Thank you.

You were faithful to Moses in his wanderings and Miriam through her song. You
showed your mercy to the widow of Zarephath through your prophet Elijah.
Thank you.

Your mercy shined on the Magi and reflected out into all the world. Your son
Jesus brought joy to the feast and blessings to the least, last and lost. The grave
could not hold him and his Spirit pushes us to live out his good news. Thank you.

We thank you and join the song of your Church in every age, and the heavenly
angels as well:
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On the night in which he was handed over,

Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

Broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

And gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

Shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this in the remembrance of me.

Let us pray as our Lord taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Let us lift up these common elements of bread and wine, as we ask your Holy
Spirit’s blessing that they might be for us the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our
Lord.

The Body of Christ, given for you.
The Blood of Christ, shed for you.

May Christ’s body and blood strengthen and keep you in his grace.

Amen.



BENEDICTUS
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Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.
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Praise and thanks to you almighty God, for you have revealed yourself to us in
bread and cup. Be generous to us, please, that we might be faithful to you and
loving to our neighbor, for Jesus’ sake.

Amen.

SENDING

We are sent out to be salt and light, revealing God’s love to a world that need:s it.

BLESSING

May the Lord bless you and keep you.

May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
May the Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.



SENDING HYMN

WOV#721 “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”

Verses1& 4
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2 “Go, my chil -dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil -dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
4 “T the Lord will bless and keep you, and give you peace.
N 4 .
\VA.] [ I I | 1N f | 4
oo o+ F—F—> 5
o o C_— i o= o
Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are  my own.
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
I the Lord will smile up-on you, and give you peace.
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Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him,saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir-it’s pow-er filled you, here his ten - der com-fort stilled you.
I the Lord will be your Fa - ther, Sav-ior, Com - fort-er and Broth-er.
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Go, my chil -dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil - dren, sins for-giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil -dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”
Go, my chil - dren, I will keep you, and  give you peace.”
DISMISSAL

Go with Christ into a weary world.
Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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