Worship Plan for The Second Sunday of Christmas, January 2, 2022

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus
Christ he gives the power to become the children of God and bestows
on us the Holy Spirit.

Amen

ENTRANCE HYMN LBW# 57 “Let Our Gladness Have No End”
Verses 1 & 4
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1 Let our glad-ness have no end, Hal -le - lu - jah!
2 Proph-e - sied in days of old, Hal -le - lu - jah!
3 See the Ilove -liest bloom-ing rose, Hal - le - lu - jah!
4 In - to flesh 1s made the Word, Hal -le - Tu - jah!
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for to earth did Christ de - scend. Hal - le - lu - jah!
God has sent the one fore - told. Hal - le - lu - jah!
from the branch of Jes - se  grows. Hal - le - Tu - jah!
our true ref - uge and our Lord. Hal - le - lu - jah!
Refrain
2 | | |
_!—‘—FI X o d— —————
») ' 4
On this day God gave us Christ, the  Son, to
7&—_@- | | ® i i
6" ® o e L e,
o ! |4 —
save us; Christ, the Son, to save us.
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray. ..

O God our redeemer, you created light that we might live, and you
illumine our world with your beloved Son. By your Spirit comfort us in all
darkness, and turn us toward the light of Jesus Christ our Savior, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen



FIRST LESSON: Sirach 24:1-12
Wisdom praises herself,
and tells of her glory in the midst of her people.
In the assembly of the Most High she opens her mouth,
and in the presence of his hosts she tells of her glory:
“I came forth from the mouth of the Most High,
and covered the earth like a mist.
| dwelt in the highest heavens,
and my throne was in a pillar of cloud.
Alone | compassed the vault of heaven
and traversed the depths of the abyss.
Over waves of the sea, over all the earth,
and over every people and nation | have held sway.
Among all these | sought a resting place;
in whose territory should | abide?

“Then the Creator of all things gave me a command,
and my Creator chose the place for my tent.

He said, ‘Make your dwelling in Jacob,
and in Israel receive your inheritance.’

Before the ages, in the beginning, he created me,
and for all the ages | shall not cease to be.

In the holy tent | ministered before him,
and so | was established in Zion.

Thus in the beloved city he gave me a resting place,
and in Jerusalem was my domain.

| took root in an honored people,
in the portion of the Lord, his heritage.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 147
Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion,
who has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your children within you.
God has established peace on your borders



and satisfies you with the finest wheat.
God sends out a command to the earth,
a word that runs very swiftly.
God gives snow like wool,
scattering frost like ashes.
God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God’s cold?
The Lord sends forth the word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the waters flow.
God declares the word to Jacob,
statutes and judgments to Israel.
The Lord has not done so to any other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!

GOSPEL: John 1:[1-9],10-18

The Holy Gospel according to John the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.]

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet
the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own
people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in
his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born,
not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John
testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom | said, ‘He who



comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.””) From
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one
has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s
heart, who has made him known.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY LBW#45 “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful”

Verses 1 & 4
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy - ful and ftri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap-py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all  ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God . . .. in .. the . . . high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
Refrain
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Ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni - te a-do - re - mus,
O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!



NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen



THE PRAYERS

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians
throughout time and space, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all in need.

You make yourself known in the gift of language in diverse forms.
Draw our attention to those who communicate through sign,
braille, and technology. Make your church a place where all
methods of communication are celebrated. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Creating God, the sun greets us anew each morning. Thank you for
waking us up today to witness and share your abundance. Awaken
us always to your wisdom and deepen our care for your natural
world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Emmanuel, in your name we are assured that you are with us.
Train nations and peoples to honor and respect one another,
especially those whose names and identities have been mistreated,
neglected, or oppressed. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You adopt us as your beloved ones. Accompany parents and
children navigating the adoption process, especially those in the
foster system. Sustain those struggling with infertility or pregnancy
loss. Tenderly embrace all in need (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

You journey with us through change. Guide those assuming new
roles in this congregation or making transitions in their families,
workplaces, or communities (especially). As the seasons and the
calendar change, equip us for unexpected challenges. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

We give you thanks for all who modeled lives of loving service
(especially Wilhelm Loehe, whom we commemorate today). Lead
us in your grace until, with all your saints, we enter the fullness of
your glory. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

P Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these
prayers to you, confident of your grace and love made known to us
in Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.



OFFERING
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CHORAL ANTHEM Long Time Ago -Joseph M. Martin
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seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life.
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prayers we of - fer now. Grace our ta - ble with your
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pres- ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.

A Let us pray.

Mighty One, God our Savior,

you have done great things,

your mercy endures for every generation.

You uplift the lowly and fill the hungry with good things.

With these your gifts, welcome us into the marketplace of the City of
God, that your generosity might be known through us,

in the name of the Promised One, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



HOLY COMMUNION

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everliving God. You comforted your people with the promise of the
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day
when he comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with
the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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Heav- en and earth are full of your glo- ry. Ho - san-na. Ho - san- na.
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est

On the night in which he was handed over,

Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

Broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

And gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

Shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this in the remembrance of me.



Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every
place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high
priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all.
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might-y Fa - ther, now and for-ev - er. A - men

LORD’S PRAYER
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

P Send now we pray, your Holy Spirit upon these common elements,
bread and wine, that they might be for us the Body and Blood of Jesus
Christ.

The Body of Christ, given for you.
The Blood of Christ, shed for you.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.
Amen
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Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.

0] . ,
[ s Py | T | — | f I I |
| 1 | | | | 1 |
| 1 1 ] | 1]
J
Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear his name.
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He re- calls his prom-is - es and leads his peo- ple forth in joy with
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shouts of thanks-giv- ing. Al-le - ITn - ija. Al-le - lu - ia.

A Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of
those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Amen

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen



CLOSING HYMN LBW#47  “Let All Together Praise Our God”

Verses 1 & 6
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sends the on - ly Son, and sends the on - ly Son.
man - ger in a stall, a man - ger in a stall.
clothed the sky with light, who clothed the sky with light.
glo - ry mag - ni - fy, your glo - ry mag - ni - fy

5 A wonderful exchange you make:

6 Unlock the door again today
you take our flesh and blood,

that leads to paradise;

and in return give us to share

the angel bars the way no more.

the shining realm of God,
the shining realm of God.

To God let praises rise,
to God let praises rise!

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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