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There is an old legend about how the great beasts first learned to live as they 

were set upon the world by God. Each of them had been quite self-centered, 

but realized that being what God intended them to be and do led to them great 

freedom and joy. 

The legend went on, sadly, to point out that when humankind learned to live in 

God’s world, mankind had not made the same realizations; had not learned 

that the greatest joy comes in doing the will of God. When our main focus is 

on ourselves, the legend says, we have wandered from freedom into a sort of 

bondage.  We are locked into the misery we have brought upon ourselves by 

not choosing to love, obey, and serve our Creator. The Good News Christ 

came to say to mankind is this: “Strive first for the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness…” Matthew 6:33   

This month’s issue of Stewardship brings to light that the secret of living an 

abundant, joyous life comes as we live one will and that “one will” is the will 

of God. Living any other way is to struggle in a lost and confused state, and 

with the nagging feeling that life should be better than it is. That includes 

being whom God wants us to be, doing what God wants us to do, having what 

God wants us to have, and giving what God wants us to give. The legend says 

that the animals ultimately do what God intends for them, but that humankind 

does not. Who knows about the animals, but we all know about ourselves! 

 

Prayer: Lord of all, grant us the courage and the will to be what you want us 

to be and to do all you want us to do. Amen 
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