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There is a small country in Europe named Macedonia. St. Paul traveled there and spread 

the Good News about Christ our Lord. Many people accepted Jesus as their Savior and 

several churches were started. Sadly, St. Paul wrote to Christians living in Corinth, 

Greece, telling about some sort of affliction the Macedonians were suffering. Paul did not 

say what the trouble was but what impressed Paul was they did not let their troubles kill 

their joy. In fact, the Macedonians enjoyed being Christians so much that they begged 

Paul to take a gift of money to use to tell others about salvation. 

  Paul told the Corinthians about how generous the Macedonians had been. Even though 

the Macedonians were mostly poor, they had given cheerfully, not begrudgingly. He 

wanted the Corinthian Christians to know that “God loves a cheerful giver.” Someone 

may ask, “Does not God love everybody?” The answer is “Yes, of course!” But those who 

give of themselves readily, cheerfully, generously discover a certain satisfaction, a sense 

of well-being, they had not known before. 

 Paul compares what we reap in life to what we sow. If we sow love, good will, and gifts 

to God meagerly, we will reap meagerly. On the other hand, if we sow love, good will, 

and gifts to God generously, we will reap bountifully. 

 As Paul put it to the Corinthians: “God is able to provide you with every blessing in 

abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in 

every good work.” 

The September issue of Stewardship has a story about farmers or gardeners who plant 

small-size potatoes. Of course, they reap small-size potatoes. Planting big potatoes results 

in harvesting big potatoes. Paul wrote: “…the one who sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.” 

Prayer: Dear Lord, enable each of us to discover the joy which comes from generous 

giving.” Amen. 

An introduction of Stewardship to the congregation 

“A Stewardship Minute” is provided as a supplement to the Stewardship newsletter as 

part of your subscription.  It can be read by the pastor, stewardship leader or lay 

reader during worship to briefly introduce and remind the congregation about the 

principles of stewardship each month.  It may also be edited to fit specific needs.  Used 

in this manner, it can significantly increase the general understanding of true giving. 


